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Iftte Med behre Cyprus 

mOQ SfA (Ry—Ttirti*ti. Foreign Minuter Safa Giray 
hopes for m international conference _oo Cyprus next mooii^rsaying no 
pann e^^'eoi^-fae^ caaMbbcrf unless there was trust between the 

two conusamkies. Mr, Giray told a news conference at the end of 
* tfareg-d gy yfegr to northern Cyprus: “If then: is no trust (between the 
cowo ft m iti e s) it ja not-potabje tocsob fefr a partnership.'’ Kenan AlaLoi. 
tomm minister of (he setf-prociaijned Turkiih-Cypriot state, said a date 
for tne United Nahoas-brokered c on ference, to hvdade Greece. Turkey 
sod the Greek and Toririsb-Cypriot communities. could still not be fixed. 
“We have td reach agreement on the substance with the Greek Cypriots. 
We have not readied .that point yd," Mr. Atakoi said. The U.N. 
conference is being promoted strongly by (be United States, winch warns 
to improve retatiora between the two NATO members on die alliance's 
wroth-eastern flank. “Following the completion of the efforts of-tbe U.N. 
secretaiy geber^’s representatives, & direct meeting should be organised 
between the two community leaders with top priority.” a declaration said . 
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5 kilted in Iranian protest, group says 

AMMAN (J.T.) — At least five people were shot dead and scores injured 
when Iran's Revolutionary Guards opened fire on a demonstration against 
the government in the diy of Zanjan in northwestern Iran, the main 
Iranian opposition group. Muj ahedee n-e-Khalq , said Friday. Angry 
residents chanting "death to Khomeini" and "death to Rafsanjani" set 
government vehicles and building ablaze in response to Thursday's 
shootings, according to a statement telefaxcd to the Jordan Times. If true, 
the incident would be the most serious in recent protests against the 
government of President Hashemi Rafsanjani. More than 30.000 partici- 
pated in the protest demonstration in Zanjan, about 250 kilometres from 
Tehran, the statement said. Revolutionary Guards were dispatched from 
other cities to quash the unrest, it said. The dashes lasted several hours, 
and the guards arrested some 2,000 demonstrators, it added. 
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^Chernobyl 

^MOSCOW (AP) — Nodear safe- 
ibajL Ty inspectors are investigating a 
UM * leakage of contaminated water 
^ ^during repairs at the Chernobyl 
e$ L**audear plant, the government 
™ 3 statement Friday. A teak 
jgjTin a system of exterior cooling 
s ^pipes allowed low-radioactive wa- 
to seep into the building bous- 
r^'ing the plant’s second reactor 
^fUmraday, said Olga Chernova, 
j^Jjpofeeswoman for the govern- 
^jnent’s jmdear safety oversight 
.^toamrittee. The reactor was not 
Operating at the .time of the acri- 
~Tj*tient, she said. There was no 
*”*3* xHitam mation outside the build- 
no damage and no injuries, 
5 “P^ibe said. Chernobyl was the she 
Sl rf the world's worst nudear pow- 
:r disaster. An explosion and fire 
ya April 26, 1986, spewed radia- 
ifsa over & wide area of th e 
Ukraine and the neighbouring 
republics of Russia and Byek>rus~ 
t da. Official accounts say 31 peo- 
ple died in the accident, but 
^raafejthers say it killed more than 500. 
iDufacr 

^fthlopla allows 
1 fa political rights 

fa.KDDlS ABABA (R) — 

* "^Ethiopia's new government 
1 approved rights Friday to bold 
^.Px&tjcal meetings and demonstra- 
®ions, officially ending years of 
uitf^epressive one-party Marxist 
^ £nie. The government gazette set 
^ 1 * renditions for legal demonstra- 
i #Rions but banned those provoking 
sj ‘ethnic mistrust and hatred’* or 
znoft fiscriminating on grounds of 
loc-.-ace. religion or sex. Members of 
tan former dictator Meagjstn Hade 
uol^l fi^riam’s ruling party, abolished 
0 B>dter his government was over-' 
vr te brown in May, were also bar red 
ofcrirom . politics,- it said^ PoHttcal 
Kje! uganisers were required to snb- 
s ‘at nit details of _meedngsr48 hours 
wxueforo they were held -and some 
11 k venues satib as euibassies and 
M hospitals were off-limits, the 
uditxzette added. A transitional 
ovemment established at a con- 
ereooe of 21 political groups in 
uly adopted a charter defending 
3 astehunm rights arid promising 
j ml ti- party elections in 1993. 

fe 5eHast violence 
Spirals 

Belfast, cap j —Two masked 

H fUnmen Friday shot dead an Irish 
,, Republican Anny‘ (IRA) syro- 
^jathiser as he arrived for work at 
rT^ jdisheiy,- raising suspicions of a 
-j^v revenge kShng by Protestant 
^paramilitaries. The man who died 
1 .rjas the- second member of Sinn 
*\_dn, the outlawed IRA’s politic- 
front, and the sixth person shot 
i a spiralof sectarian murders in 
/^te prast seven days- Police said 
after killing the 
^T^an, a Roman Catholic identi- 
*®TrjEd_ by $ina,Fein as Thomas 
Bj%nagjiy,_ at" tbe Portna Eel 
jaehr. Etaea^ a hugely 
area.iiL County Londonder- 
Tfcm.wa&no hranediatecteim 
i®**!? respoasniifityr 
o (* ,F 
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££S<i Turkey combat 

.. -• 

"•*|fc$KARA (R) — Tbe German 
frfirassador Friday promised to 
4p Turkey fight Kurdish separ- 
ist rebels who kidnapped 10 
erman tourists- in . the southeast 
is month. , “My government sev- 
jSlflely condemns PKK (Kurdish 
* cakerePar^J terroiism and will 
ike its contribution to fight it,” 
^tkehard! Eickhoff told a news 
^juferesKe. But he. again denied 
^^arges byTWidWh government 
fractals thatthe German tourists 
*’ taked their own kidnap. “We 
,rnf ^ieve these were not actors but 
°> tims jn dris garoe,” Mr. Eick- 
sa ^' ^Cootiaaoas to tbe 
no^traiy drawn irom tbe existing 
Ti^-deece xreoot ftxmded.” He 
the Turidsh. authorities had 
ed*r ^ hinir the documents on 
r^^jch they had based their allega- 
J among than a diary kept 

one of the (Vhimm dnrinv his 


Ration. Mr. Eickhoff said en- 
tniis^jrin fiie tfiary had been poorly 
into Ttirkifii and the 
*' rtsr 406 ^Oh?skm aoecmiplirfied.” 
■•T fl -ared to by Turkey’s em erg en - 
ipa !f . ; regional “ goveraOT for the 
he \ Hayri Kozakdogio, 

;!l *jrjfBot appear at all. Mr. Kozak- 
saui the tourists had taken 
^.tograpbs of themselves doing 
dances in places where they 
p been held, made telephone 
t Hf j and writ te n coded notes is 
I oo^r diaries. • 


King believes Palestinians will 
solve problem over representation 

His Majesty voices condemnation of Kuwaiti measures against 
Jordanians and Palestinians, distress over Iraqis’ suffering 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majesty 
Eng Hussein has said that be 
believed that tbe Palestinians 
would succeed in forming a de- 
legation to a Middle East peace 
conference planned to be held in 
October. 

The King, in an interview with 
Reuter Thursday, also said be 
was planning to visit Syria for 
talks with President Hafez A1 
Assad “in the next few days.” 

In tbe interview, conducted by 
Reuter's Jane Araf after His 
Majesty bad a telephone con- 
versation with President Assad, 
the King said: ' 

“I have sought to open the way 
regardless of any personal feel- 
ings. It is time and it is needed for 
our people at least to coordinate 
and compare notes and work 
together..." 

The King said he expected the 
Palestinians to work out their 
problems with the superpower- 
sponsored Arab- Israeli confer- 
ence proposed for October. 


“I have a feeling that the 
Palestinians must go and the 
Palestinians will go,” be said. “I 
can’t see any leadership in these 
very difficult times that can proc- 
rastinate or hold on to old 
cliches.” 

Palestinian representation is 
the main obstacle to the talks. 
Israel says it will attend provided 
the PLO and Arabs from East 
Jerusalem are barred. 

The Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) insists that it 
names its delegates to the talks 
and that they include a repre- 
sentative from East Jerusalem. 
Jordan has offered to host a joint 
delegation with the Palestinians. 

The King harshly criticised 
Kuwait's treatment of Jordanians 
of Palestinian origin, still flooding 
out of the emirates after losing 
their jobs and access to govern- 
ment schools. 

"We toed to get rightfully up- 
set at Israel to see Palestinians 
treated in this way," he said. 


He called for international aid 
to help Jordan cope with over 

300.000 of its citizens forced to 
leave the Gulf because of anger 
over Jordanian and PLO stands 
in the Gulf crisis. 

Tbe King also urged interna- 
tional efforts to help halt human 
rights abuses against Jordanians 
in Gulf states. 

He said be was “shocked, 
angry and anxious” over the 
plight of the Jordanians. 

Kuwait is laying off over 

100.000 civil servants, most of 
them Jordanian passport-holders. 

The Eng said be was deeply 
disturbed at the continued post- 
war suffering of ordinary Iraqis. 
An estimated 150,000 Iraqis have 
come to Jordan since the cease- 
fire and several thousands are 
believed to have applied for visas 
to the West. 

Eng Hussein said security 
forces had now arrested most 
members of a group, some 
trained in Afghanistan, linked to 



car bomb attacks on officials and 
private citizens in Amman. 

“A certain alien group has 
been discovered in this country. 
There is a process going on now. 
It is nearly complete and they will 
be put on trial.” he said. 
“Their targets were essentially 


Jordanian targets and when I say 
Jordanian I mean everybody who 
lives here regardless of their ori- 
gin." 

The Eng said some members 
of the group calling itself the 
“Prophet Mohammad's Army” 
had been trained in Afghanistan. 
Although most of those arrested 
are Jordanians, he said the group 
“has had links and connections 
with the outside.” 

He said reports of hundreds of 
arrests were exaggerated. At 
least 70 people are known to have 
been detained. 

The government announced 
last month it had uncovered a 
group whose members were link- 
ed to carbomb attacks on a secur- 
ity official and a priest’s daugh- 
ter. Both lost legs. 

It said the group, which col- 
lected money from citizens under 
the pretext of helping Palesti- 
nians in the occupied territories 

(Continued on page 5) 


Algerian 
Islamists 
demand role 
ifr leaders 
in poll talks 

ALGIERS (R) — Tbe Muslim 
fundamentalist opposition which 
plunged Algeria into violence in 
June demanded Friday its 
arrested leaders be freed and 
allowed to take pari in talks to 
put a delayed election back on 
track. 

The election — Algeria's first 
multi-party parliamentary vote — 
was planned in June. Grievances 
over the roles peaked in a fun- 
damentalist strike and riots which 
brought down the government. 

Islamic Salvation Front (FIS) 
preacher Abdelkhader Moghni 
told some 2,000 militants at Fri- 
day prayers tbe FIS would not 
join pre-election talks with the 
government without its leader 
Abassi Madani and deputy leader 
AH Belhadj. 

The two men face charges of 
armed conspiracy against the 
state. The military, enforcing a 
state of siege imposed on June 5, 
said last Monday it would pursue 
the cases despite efforts to disrupt 
them. 

Prime Minister Sid Ahmad Gho- 
zati is due to meet leaders of 
Algeria’s 52 parties next Thurs- 
day. 

The FES stayed away from a 
first round of talks in July. Fri- 
day’s sermon was its first clear 
statement of terms for taking 
part. 

Mr- Moghni also insisted the 
state of siege be lifted. 

“There is no dialogue under 
the state of siege, as oar leaders 
said before being arrested," he 
said, preaching in Mr. Belhadj 's 
place ax the Sunna Mosque in the 
poor district of Bab A1 Oucd, an 
FIS stronghold. 

As a third condition, Mr. 
Moghni said strikers who sup- 
ported FIS protests over tbe elec- 
tion rules must be accepted back 
in their jobs. Officials say 55 
people cHed hi unrest which 
erupted from the FIS strike. 

Watched by riot police from 
side streets, Mr. Moghni made a 
public reference to dwindling 
number of worshippers attending 
the fundamentalists’ bastion mos- 
ques. 

“We have been hit by a great 
diode which has plunged the mili- 
tants into torpor and suspicion, 
each seeing a spy in the other," 
he said. 

Mr. Belhadj and Mr. Madani, 
who preached alternate Fridays 
in Kouba Mosque on the heights 
of Algiers, regularly drew more 
than 10 times the number of 

wotshippen. 

The go ve r nm ent plans to hold 
the eledion before the aid of the 
year, possibly in November. 


Perez de Cuellar is ‘very 
hopeful’ of hostage deal 


BEIRUT (Agendes) — U.N. 
Secretary-General Javier Perez 
de Cuellar, asked by Lebanese 
kidnappers to broker a swap of 
Western hostages for Arabs held 
by Israel, said Friday be was 
“very, very hopeful” of a settle- 
ment. 

Tma d Mougfrneyeh, known as 
the leading kidnapper of Wester- 
ners, was reported back in Beirut 
to oversee reaction to the freeing 
of an American and a Briton 
during the pari eight days. 

But the spiritual mentor of 
Hizbollah, an umbrella group for 
hcriage-takers, introduced a note 
of caution by saying he feared 
Washington wanted to block an 
exebange- 

The fate of seven Israeli ser- 
vicemen missing in Lebanon, 
since the 1982 invasion, has be- 
come the key to any deal to end 
tbe long misery of Western and 
Arab captives. 

Israel wants the release of 
those alive and proof that the 
others are dead before freeing 
about - 400 Arabs held in tbe 
Jewish state or by an allied militia 
in South Lebanon. 

“I have all reasons to believe 
that something may happen in a 


matter of weeks but I cannot give 
any assurances. But 1 am very, 
very hopeful," Mr. Perez de. 
CueDar told reporters during a 
short holiday in Switzerland, af- 
ter talks with Israeli negotiators 
in Geneva. 

Asked what complications 
were hindering a solution, he 
said: “Nothing. I think we have 
to go into details (with the parties 
involved) about the deal we are 
discussing.” 

Muslim fundamentalist and 
security sources told Reuters Fri- 
day that Mr. Moughneyeh had 
returned to Beirut from Iran 
shortly before bis Islamic Jihad 
group freed British hostage John 
McCarthy eight days ago. 

In what Israel and Western 
diplomats saw as a breakthrough 
to the hostage saga. Mr. McCar- 
thy gave an Islamic Jihad tetter to 
Mr. Perez de Cuellar urging him 
to mediate an exchange. 

The fundamentalist sources 
said Mr. Moughneyeh told his 
men that Iran wished them to free 
two hostages and briefed them on 
contacts to swap their captives for 
Arabs jailed by Israel. 

American Edward Tracy was 
freed last Sunday. 


“Imad and his associate are 
now following up the various 
reactions to their move," one 
source said. “They will soon, 
come up with some tiling indicat- 
ing how they think things are 
going." 

Nine Western hostages are 
held by him and his associates, 
believed to be members of tbe 
pro-Iranian Hizbollah . 

The hostages are five Amer- 
icans, two Britons and two Ger- 
mans. Italian Alberto Molinari 
was said by a senior security 
source to have been killed shortly 
after his abduction in 1985. 

Sheikh Mohammad Hussein 
Fadlallah, Hizbollah ’s spiritual 
mentor, told followers Friday: 
“We think according to the 
American statements that they do 
not want to exert pressure on 
Israel to retease the captives it 
holds. 

“We know that it is possible for 
the U.S. to block the mediation 
of the U.N. secretary-general... 

“What attracts our attention... 
is that the U.S. president said he 
understands the Israeli stand in 
getting back its soldiers and 

(Continued on page 5) 


U.N. approves monitored 
Iraqi oil sales worth $1.6 b 


UNITED NATIONS (Agencies) 
— The U.N. Security Council has 
approved a one-time Iraqi oil sale 
worth up to $1.6 billion, and 
U.N. officials were expected Fri- 
day to begin drawing up plans to 
monitor proceeds from the sale. 

The resolution, passed over- 
whelmingly Thursday, states that 
the U.N. secretary-general has 20 
days to present a detailed plan to 
monitor the oil sates and approve 
purchases of food and other 
humanitarian supplies. 

Iraq will have to control over 
the oil revenue, which will be 
managed entirely by the United 
Nations. 

Iraq’s envoy to the United Na- 
tions, Abdul Amir A1 An ban, 
denounced the plan as a “neocolo- 
nialist trusteeship system” but 
stopped short of saying Baghdad 
would refuse to pump tbe o3. 

Never before has file United 
Nations managed the trade of a 
member state and domestic dis- 
tribution of supplies. 

Iraq could begin exporting oil' 
from storage facilities and pipe- 
lines as soon as the council 
approves the plan and decides on 
the details of file sale. 

Tbe vote in the U.N. was 13-1, 
Cuba voted no and Yemen ab- 
stained. 

Under a second resolution 
unanimously adopted, Iraq would' 


pay up to 30 per cent of its future 
oil revenues into a compensation 
fund for victims of Iraq's Aug; 2 
invasion of Kuwait. 

Oil revenues also would pay for 
the destruction of Iraq's chemical 
arsenal, inspection of its nuclear 
programme and demarcation of 
its border with Kuwait. 

A ‘third resolution adopted 
unanimously condemns Iraq’s fai- 
lure to folly disclose its nuclear 
programme, chemical and ballis- 
tic weapons programme and germ 
warfare research. 

It demands that Iraq grant im- 
mediate access to U.N. weapons 
inspectors and prohibits it from 
moving weapons- related equip- 
ment sought by inspection teams. 
It also provides for U.N. aerial 
surveillance. 

“Hie council is bolding the 
Iraqi people as hostage and 
asking a ransom which is the oil 
resources of Iraq,” Mr. Anbari 

He said the U.N. ofl sale 
“undermines Iraq’s sovereignty 
as a free country. It gives foreign 
powers the right to control Iraq’s 
natural resources, dispose of its 
wealth and dictate its trade as 
they wish." 

U.S, Ambassador Thomas 
Pickering said: “Iraq is being 
given an opport u nity to help its 
own people, with safeguards. 


given that tbe regime cannot be 
trusted." 

Before the Gulf war. Iraq pro- 
duced about 2.9 million barrels of 
oil a day, most of it for export. 
Tbe United States bought about 

440,000 barrels a day from Iraq. 

Non-aligned nations criticised 
the resolution as being too res- 
trictive and invasive. India said it 
was concerned tbe terms of the 
oil sale could set a precedent for 
U.N. involvement in countries’ 
domestic affairs. 

But non-aligned nations did 
not mount a serious challenge to 
tbe resolution which was en- 
dorsed by the United States, Bri- 
tain, France and the Soviet Union 
— all permanent council mem- 
bers. China, the fifth permanent 
member, had serious reserva- 
tions hot did not abstain in the 
voting as was expected. 

In addition to the five perma- 
nent members, tbe council in- 
cludes Austria, Belgium, Cuba. 
Ecuador, India, Ivory Coast, 
Romania, Yemen, Zimbabwe 
and Zaire. 

Turkey will consider reopening 
Iraqi oO export pipelines if Iraq 
asks it to do so. 

“We are awaiting Iraq’s re- 
quest and then we will assess 
opening the pipeline,” Vehtn 
Dincerier, state minister with re- 
sponsibility for oil. told Reuters. { 


Morocco 
frees 269 
Sahara 
prisoners 

RABAT (R) — Morocco has 
freed 269 people it arrested on 
suspicion of having contacts with 
independence-seeking guerrillas 
in die Western Sahara, the offi- 
cial news agency MAP said Fri- 
day. 

The agency said they had been 
held at Kelaat M'gouna, a small 
oasis in eastern Morocco, and 
other cenres after being arrested 
in military operations. 

They were held because of 
“their intelligence with the ene- 
mies of the Kingdom’s territorial 
integrity," it added, referring to 
Polisario Front guerrillas who 
have been fighting Morocco since 
1976 for independence of the 
former Spanish colony. 

Tbe United Nations is due to 
hold a referendum there next 
January to decide its future. 

Tbe detainees were released 
after the intercession of tribal 
leaders from the area and the 
Consultative Council for Saharan 
affairs, an official body appointed 
by Eng Hassan. 

Foreign human rights groups 
including London-based Amnes- 
ty international have reported the . 
disappeamace of hundreds of 
Western Saharans, who were 
allegedly held in detention cen- 
tres. 

The justice ministry later pub- 
lished a list of 110 political prison- 
ers including two women par- 
doned by the Eng to mark the 
12th anniverary on Wednesday of 
Morocco’s annexation of the 
southern part of Western Share 
known as Wadi Eddehab. 

Morocco annexed Wadi Edde- 
hab after Mauritania abandoned 
the area ceded to it by Spain 
under an accord signed in Madrid 
under which Morocco and Mauri- 
tania shared the territory be- 
tween them. 

Among the prisoners pardoned 
is Ali Idrissi Entouni. a writer 
jailed for 15 # years after pub- 
lishing a collection of poems enti- 
tled Eti nee lies (Sparks) judged 
offensive to Eng Hassan. 

The two women were identi- 
fied as Saadia Qabfl and Nezha 
Bernoussi who were jailed for six 
years in 1986 for plotting agamst 
fiie state. Mohammad Ganoucb 
jailed for 20 years and Moham- 
mad Jaidi for 12 years at the same 
trial were also freed. 

The list also included four 
members of the outlawed Ilal 
Amam (Forward), among them 
Abderrahman Ncmda who was 
jailed for Hfe in 1977. 

MAP said four Marxist- 
Leainists. would remain in jail, 
including Abraham Serfaty, 66, 
the leader of Dal Amam who was 
jailed for Hfe in 1977 for plotting 
to set up a people’s republic. 


Palestinians to discuss 
U.S. promises in London 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (Agencies) — The three Palestinian 
leaders who met U.S. Secretary of State James Baker on six 
Middle East peace missions this year flew to London Friday for 
talks on U.S. promises ahead of a planned Mideast peace 
conference. 

Israel Radio said Faisal A1 Husseini, Han an Ashrawi and 
Zakariya A1 Agtaa would also consult British Foreign Office 
officials on the U.S. proposals to convene the Middle East peace 
conference in October. 

Tbe Palestinian leaders left for London Friday morning, 
relatives said. The U.S. assurances seek to encourage the 
Palestinians to take part in the peace process. 

The United States, trying to coax Israelis and Palestinians to a 
Middle East peace conference, has offered to write them both 
letters of assurances. 

In an interview published in the Arab East Jerusalem AJ Fajr 
newspaper Wednesday, Dr. Agha said they planned to meet 
experts on international law from outside the occupied territories, 
including Palestinians, to discuss the legal aspects of the proposed 
U.S. guarantees. 

Mr. Husseini and Ms. Ashrawi met three U.S. officials a week 
ago in the occupied West Bank town of Ramallah to draft their 
demands for assurances before going to the peace conference. 

Palestinian sources said Mr. Husseini and Ms. Ashrawi asked 
U.S. officials to meet them outside the occupied territories to 
allow non-resident Palestinian experts to take part. There was no 
imm ediate U.S. reply. 

Israel has given qualified support for a peace conference, 
insisting that file Palestinian team of negotiators exclude Arabs 
from East Jerusalem or from outside the occupied territories. 

Palestinians, although keen on peace talks, say the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) must name their delegation 
without outside interference. 

Bessmertnykh sends message to Levy 

Soviet Foreign Minister Alexander Bessmertnykh, in a message 
to his Israeli counterpart, expressed hope for a speedy resolution 
of procedural questions holding np the planned conference, a 
Soviet Foreign Ministry spokesman said Friday. 

Mr. Bessmertnykh noted be was writing to Foreign Minister 
David Levy in the framework of an agreement between tbe two 
officials to “share thoughts on the situation and the advancement 
of a peace solution” in the Middle East, the spokesman said. 

Mr. Bessmertnykh wrote that the Soviet Union “supports the 
whole process" leading to the peace conference, planned under 
American and Soviet auspices. 

Mr. Bessmertnykh promised that the Soviet Union “will do 
everything in its power to promote direct negotiations (between 
Israel and the Arabs) for which Israel did so much,” said the 
spokesman. 

Mr. Bessmertnykh wrote that the Soviet Union “certainly 
obligates" a joint Jordanian-Palestinian delegation to the peace 
conference, file spokesman said. Tbe issue of Palestinian repre- 
sentation still remains unresolved. 

Tbe Soviet minister, according to the spokesman, concluded by 
writing that he was "interested in maintaining constant contacts 
with Minister Levy in order to check tbe advancement of tbe 
peace process." 

Mr. Bessmertnykh’s message came after Israeli media reports 
that Moscow planned to renew diplomatic ties with Israel in 
September. The Soviet Union denied this. 


West Bank boy dies from 
mysterious explosion 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (R) — A Palestinian boy died Friday 
after being wounded a day earlier by a mysterious explosion in the 
Israeli-occupied West Bank city of Hebron, relatives said. 

They said Khairi Barakat A1 Natsheh, 11. died at an Israeli 
hospital in Jerusalem from bead and stomach injuries. 

Tbe boy's 36-year-old father and 40-year-old unde were slightly 
wounded in the blast at their metalworks shop. 

Israeli sources said after the incident the cause of the explosion 
was unknown. Palestinians said tbe family 'had nothing of a 
work-related nature which has explosive in the shop. 


Indian Airlines plane 
crashes; 69 killed 


NEW DELHI ( AP) — An Indian 
Airlines Boeing 737 crashed in a 
hilly jungle in eastern India Fri- 
day several ldlometres short of its 
destination, killing all 69 people 
on board, airline and government 
officials said. 

Tbe crash came one day after 
another plane flying in tbe region 
was the target of a hijack threat, 
an airline official said on condition 
of anonymity. 

Tbe threat was made in tele- 
phone rails to two airports, but 
no attempt was made to seize the 
plane, the official said. The caller 
claimed fo be a member of a 
separatist organisation operating 
in Assam state. 

Airline officials and a govern- 
ment spokesman said there was 
no evidence that Friday’s crash 
was due to sabotage or a hijack 
attempt. 

News agencies said 63 passen- 
gers, including an infant who was 
not on tbe jetliner’s manifest, and 
six crew members were aboard 
file plane when it went down 
outside the city -of Impbal. 

Officials said tbe company did 
not have the nationalities of the 
passengers, but ft was unlikely 
that any foreign nationals were 
on the flight 

R.K. Ranbir Singh, chief 
minister of Manipur state, said all 
69 people aboard were killed. 
Press Trust of India and United 
News of India reported. 

Two air force helicopters found 
the wreckage of tbe plane near 


Loktak Lake in the Thanging 
Hills, a lush green area that 
climbs northward towards the 
Himalayas, the agencies said. 

The crash site was eight 
kilometres just outside Imphal, 
the capital of Manipur, a state 
bordering Burma. 

No cause for the crash was 
given, although initial reports 
said the plane went down in bad 
weather. It is monsoon season in 
the area, and heavy rains and 
high winds are common. An in- 
quiry is mandatory after airline 
accidents. 

A meteorologist at the national 
weather bureau said he had no 
report of adverse weather. The 
wind speed was a normal 20 to 30 
ldlometres per hour, he said. 

“The clouds are not too dense, 
but as you know, this is a hilly 
area," and there could be moun- 
tain gusts, he said on condition of 
anonymity. 

The city of Imphal, with 

150,000 residents, is in a valley 
ringed by hish green hills 600 
kilometres norhteast of Calcutta, 
where the flight originated. 

Indian Airlines, one of the 
largest domestic airlines in the 
world, flies to 62 destinations, 
including eight in neighouring 
countries. It makes at least 240 
flight* a day. 

But it has a poor safety record. 
At least seven of its planes have 
cradled since 1963 either due to 
pilot error or poor maintenance. 








Middle East News 


Iran should gain from hostage 
release, improve image 


By Ed Blanche 

The Associated Press 


NICOSIA — By helping free 
Western hostages, Iranian Presi- 
dent Hashemi Rafsanjani hopes 
to reap economic and political 
rewards crucial to curbing discon- 
tent among his people and stifling 
radical rivals. 

Mr. Rafsanjani, leader of 
Iran's pragmatists, is painfully 
aware that unless be can kick 
Iran's moribund economy into 
high gear, and quickly, be faces 
domestic turmoil that will bolster 
his anti-Western opponents. 

To do that, be needs large- 
scale investment and advanced 
technology from the West. He 
has made some advances by 
building bridges over the last two 
years to end Iran’s isolation, part- 
ly by encouraging contracts with 
U.S. and European companies. 

But he is not likely to get the 
economic support he needs until 
the pro-Iranian zealots holding 
most of the 11 Western hostages 
in Lebanon unchain their cap- 
tives. 

Recent reports from Iran indi- 
cate growing unrest as conditions 
worsen, with no sign of an econo- 
mic upswing after more than a 
decade of war, political upheaval 
and grotesquely inept economic 
management. 

Travellers from Iran and 
opposition sources claim that dis- 
content over rising prices, food 
and housing shortages, and grow- 
ing unemployment have caused 
violent protests in Tehran and 
other cities. 

"There’s no question that Mr. 
Rafsanjani has big problems,” 
Middle East analyst Hans-Heino 
Kopietz said. 

Mr. Rafsanjani has acknow- 
ledged that the country's debt 
when the Iran-Iraq war ended in 
1988 reached $10 billion, said Mr. 
Kopietz, until recently with Lon- 
don's International Institute for 
Strategic Studies and now a con- 
sultant. 

A U.N. team reported Tuesday 
that the damage to Iran’s eco- 
nomy in the 1980-88 war totalled 
550 billion. 

“Many Iranians, particularly 
the big bazaar merchants, are fed 
up with the hostage crisis. They 
see it is an impediment to econo- 
mic development. They want it 
out of the way,” Mr. ■ Kopietz 
said. 

Mr. Rafsanjani and his moder- 


ate faction are widely believed to 
be behind pressure., on the 
Lebanese captors to release some 
of the hostages on humanitarian 
grounds and as a goodwill ges- 
ture. 

His eagerness to free the West- 
ern hostages, kidnapped by ex- 
tremist factions organised and 
funded by Tehran in the 1980s. 
does not stem from any sodden 
moral conversion. Mr. Rafcan- 
jani is as committed to the Islamic 
revilution as anyone else. 

But he has realised that the 
crusade to export the revolution 
of Ayatollah RuhoUah Khomeini 
has foiled. 

If Mr. Rafsanjani can help free 
the hostages, the response by the 
United States and other Western 
powers who have held Iran at 
arms length for more than a 
decade could be swift and benefi- 
cial. 


“The radicals are trying to put 
Mr. Rafsanjani on the run. They 
see a chance to exploit his failure 
to revive the economy and im- 
prove conditions,” Mr. Kopietz 
said. 
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Diplomatic relations with the 
United States, severed in 1979, 
could be resumed within a year, 
Mr. Kopietz said. The Americans 
■will likely move to resolve the 
issue of Iran’s estimated $12 bil- 
lion in assets frozen in the United 
States since 1979, funds that 
Tehran badly needs. 

The United States will also 
likely blocking Iranian oil im- 
ports, Tehran’s economic lifeline, 
and restore trade. European na- 
tions would move to restore ex- 
port credit guarantees, analysts 
believe. 


. Despite a liberalising trend in 
social practices and economics 
under Mr. Rafsanjani. there is 
still considerable anti-Western 
hostility in Iran. This is a potent 
force the radicals could exploit 

The radicals, led by former 
Interior Minister Ali Akbar 
Mohtashemi, are virulently anti- 
Western and consider themselves 
the true heirs of Ayatollah 
Khomeini, who died in June 
1989. 

They believe Mr. Rafsanjani’s 
policies betray Ayatollah 
Khomeini's revolutionary 
teachings and will open the door 
once more to the foreign econo- 
mic domination that existed 
under the late Shah- 

Until recently, Mr. Rafsanjani 
appeared to have gained the up- 
per hand in the power struggle. 
But the radicals remain deeply 
entrenched in the bloated Iranian 
bureaucracy, and could under- 
mine his efforts. 


Iraq said able to make vast 


quantities of germ wi igents 


GENEVA (AP) — The hunt for 
the killers of former Iranian Pre- 
mier Sbapour Bakhtiar was step- 
ped up Friday after a computer 
failure helped- one of the Iranian 
suspects in the Aug. 6 assassina- 
tion in Paris escape arrest in 
Switzerland. 

The suspect, Ali Rad Vakili, 
had spent Monday and Tuesday 
night at a downtown hotel, car- 
rying a Turkish passport with the 
name Musa Kocey. His hotel 
registration card was inserted into 
the police computer as part of a 
regular check to see whether 
names of guests are on the 
wanted list. 

But a computer failure delayed 
the processing until Wednesday 
when the suspect had already 
checked out of the hotel, police 
spokesman Thierry Magnin said 
in a telephone interview. 

There has been no trace of 
another suspect. Mohammad 
Azadi, who had earlier been 
travelling with Mr. Vakili. The 
third Iranian, Farquoum Boyer 
Ahmadi, vanished immediately 
after the stabbing. 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — Iraq 
was capable of producing vast 
quantities of biological warfare 
■agents and a limited number of 
biological weapons at a she in- 
spected by a U.N. team earlier 
this month, its leader said. 

David Kelly told a news confer- 
ence that no direct evidence of 
biological weapons was found at 
the site, Salman Pak, 35 
kilometres southeast of Baghdad. 

"That does not mean to say 
that weapons were not manufac- 
tured there,” the British scientist 
added. 


"Die site had been extensively 
damaged by coalition forces (dur- 
ing the Gulf war), by bomb dam- 
age, and in fact the Iraqis had 
cleared certain key buildings 
from that ate, winch hindered 
our inspection of that site.” 
During its five-day visit, from 
Aug. 3 to 7, the 28-member U.N. 
team discovered Iraqi capability 
to research, produce, test and 
store biological warfare agents. 
Baghdad originally denied having 
any biological weapons program- 


•'Wben the U.N. team arrived h 
was told that biological activities 
for military purposes had began 
at Salman Pak in mid-1986 and 


hatted in 1990. The Iraqis admit- 
ted having worked on two agents, 
anthrax and botuhnum toxin. 

Mr. Kelly said he could not 
determine the scope of Iraq’s 
biological warfare activities since 
only one site had so far been 
inspected. The Iraqis said their 
research and development team 
there consisted of 10 people. 

But, he added: "they had a 
capability to use a 150-litre (40- 
gallon) fermenter. That is cap- 
able of producing vast quantities 
of biological warfare# agents and 
certainly provided a capability to 
have a limited number of biolo- 
gical weapons.” 

- Before die U.N. team left, the 
Iraqis handed over biological 
materials tbat could be developed 
as biological warfare agents, in- 
cluding brucellosis and tular- 
aemia. - 

Mr. Kelly said Iraq bad signed, 
and earlier this year ratified, a 
1972 convention banning re- 
search, development, production 
or stockpiling of biological 
weapons. 

The U.N. inspection was car- 
ried out under a Security Conned! 
resolution that established a spe- 
cial commission to find and scrap 
Iraq’s unclear capability and 
weapons of mass destruction. 


Iraqi 


army 

officers 


receive 


pay hikes 


A senior I ranian cleric said 
Friday that if Israel refuses to 
release Arab detainees in return 
for Western hostages in Lebanon, 
it should be pressured into doing , 
so. 

Ayatollah Mohammad Yazdi, 
former head of the judiciary, said 
in the weekly sermon at Tehran 
University that Israel must re- 
lease the Arabs it was holding. 

"If it does not listen, it must be 
pressed.” be said in comments 
broadcast by Tehran Radio, mon- 
itored in Nicosia. 

He said Westerners pretend as 
if they have “descended .from 
heaven,” and have no regard for 
detainees if they are not from 
Western countries. 

He also criticised an Arab- 
Israeii peace conference, saying, 
"the only solution is the sword.” 

Iran’s foreign minister said 
Thursday Tehran will continue 
efforts to free the Western bos- • 
tages, but warned the captives 
cannot be freed until Israel was 
pressed to free Arab prisoners 
and a Shiite Muslim cleric. 

Tehran Radio reported that Ali 
Akbar Velayati said in a message 
to his British counterpart. Doug- 
las Hurd: "The Is lamic Republic 
of Iran reiterates it will use its 
influence to free tire hostages.” 

Mr. Velayati warned that Israel 
had "created obstacles” to the* 
release of tire other hostages. 

A key demand of the Lebanese 
kidnappers is that Israel free 
Lebanese and Palestinians, in- 
cluding Shiite Muslim cleric 
Sheikh Abdul Karim .Obeid. 

He was kidnapped by Israel 
agents from his home in South 
Lebanon in July 1989 as a bar- 
gaining chip. 

Israel has said it is willing to 
free Sheikh Obeid, provided 
seven Israeli servicemen missin g 
in Lebanon, some since 1982, are 
released or their remains handed 
over. And it said it will take no 
step until it has firm details about 
the fate of the seven.. 

Iran has said that deman d cre- 
ated "hurdles” to a final resolu- 
tion of the hostage crisis. 


Generals already make at least 
1,000 dinars ($3,000) a month, 
compared with the average gov- 
ernment worker's pay of 160 
($480). Top generals also get 
benefits such as cars and cash 
bonuses. 

In impoverished Saddam City, 
where about half of the capital’s 
estimated four million people 
live, people lined up to obtain a 
share of some 50 tonnes of floor 
furnished by the U.N.’s World 
Food Programme (WFP). It is 
being distributed, with WFP su- 
pervirion, by Iraqi government 
agencies. 


The government began ration- 
ing food about 12 months ago 
because of the U.N. -mandated 
economic embargo imposed on 
Iraq following its invasion of 
Kuwait. 

“The ration is not enough,” 
said a woman dressed in a black 
robe and shawl, who did not give - 
her name,” I have eight kids.” 
The woman, whose brown face 
was tattooed with blue cross- 
stitch patterns in the style of the 
bedouin, said her husband had 
fallen 01 and died while serving in 
the army during the Iran-Iraq 


Saddam Oty was known as A1 
Thawra, or revolution, township 
until the government upgraded 
services to the area, largely be- 
cause so many of its men were 
martyred in the 19&)-88 Iran-Iraq 
war. 

The trash-strewn streets of 
Saddam City have provided an 
ideal recruiting ground for the 
army, which provides a way out 
to uneducated, desperate youths. 

The army has undergone de- 
mobilisation from about one mil- 
lion to possibly 500,000, but those 
who remain in service are cared 
for. 
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BAGHDAD (AP) — The gov- 
ernment announced it has in- 
creased salaries and benefits for 
army officers, at least the third 
such increase since Iraq invaded 
Kuwait. 

Meanwhile, the United Na- 
tions began a food distribution 
programme among Baghdad’s 
poor on Thursday. Hundreds of 
black-shawled widows and elder- 
ly and disabled people flooded a 
welfare centre to get their share. 

The food distribution took 
place as the U.N. Security Coun- 
cil voted Thursday in New York 
to allow Iraq to sell SI. 6 billion 
worth of oil to buy food and 
medkane. Thirty per cent of the 
money will pay war reparations. 

Even before the latest pay 
raises were announced Thursday, 
army officers were among the 
highest paid employees in Iraq. 

The Defence Ministry's news- 
paper, A1 Qadisriya, said the 
ruling Revolution Command 
Council Tuesday had given raises 
of 100 dinars ($300 at the official 
exchange rate) a month to top- 
ranking officers and 40 dinars 
($120) to their subordinates. 

The officers also can obtain 
bousing loans of 15,000 and 8,000 
dinars ($45,000 and 24,000), the 
newspaper said Thursday. 

The raises were “concerned 
with elevating the standard of 
firing and social position for the 
armed forces,” A1 Qadisriya said. 
The increases "constitute new 
bounty from the president to be 
added to the previous chain of 
achievements and gifts made to 
the sons of our brave army.” 

There have been at least three 
pay raises since Iraq invaded 
Kuwait in August 1990, plus spe- 
cial bonuses recently of hundreds 
of dinars a month to about 3,000 
officers in an elite group- whose 
membership is obtained by re- 
ceiving at least three combat j 
medals. 


EVEN IF ALL the remaining 
Western hostages are released by 
pro-Iranian groups in Lebanon, 
there is little expectation that 11 
faces will emerge from Beirut’s 
back alleys. Two of the missing 
men are believed to be dead. 

When British hostage John 
McCarthy was released last week 
by Islamic Jihad, he brought with 
him the first confirmed ri ghting of 
British hostage Terry Waite in 
captivity. 

Mr. McCarthy also reported 
that Americans Terry Anderson, 
the longest-held Western hostage 
in Lebanon, and Thomas Suther- 
land, an educator, were in good 
shape. 

Mr. Waite, the archbishop of 
Canterbury’s 52-year-old envoy, 
disappeared in January 1987 
while seeking the release of hos- 
tages. Mr. Anderson, 43, chief 
Middle East correspondent for 
the Associated Press, was kidnap- 
ped in March 1985. Mr. Suther- 
land, 60, acting dean of agricul- 
ture at American University of 
Beirut, was abducted in June 1985. 

Since January 1984, when the 
taking of Western hostages be- 
gan, 88 foreigners have been re- 
ported missing in Lebanon. Sixty- 
eight have been freed or said they 


Mofinari’s son, Luigi, said this 
week there has been no official 
confirmation of his father's 
death. 

The other hostages are Amer- 
icans Joseph James Cidppio, 60, 
Alann Steen, 52, and Jesse 
Jonathan Turner, 44, Briton Jack 
Maim, 77, and Germans Heinrich 
Struebig, 50, and Thomas Kemp- 
taer, 29. 

Also missing in Lebanon are 
seven Israeli servicemen who 
appear to bh the linchpin in a 
prisoner swap being negotiated’ 
by Secretary-General Javier 
Perez de Cuellar. 

Palestinian guerrilla leader 
Ahmad JzbrO said recently that 
three of them are alive and four 
are p re s um ed dead. He did not 
give a breakdown. 


Appeal for U.N. help 


Authorities are reasonably cer- 
tain that nine have been ltilled or 
have died in c ap tivity. They in- 
clude two who worked for the 
U.S- government: 

— ! Lieutenant -Colonel William 
R. Higgins, a U.S. marine serving 
with U.N. observers in Lebanon, 
was shown hanged in a 1989 
videotape. He had been kidnapped 
the' previous year. 

— William Buckley, 57, a U.S. 
embassy political officer in 
Beirut, was kidnapped in 1964 
and believed to have died of 
pneumonia the following year af- 
ter being subjected to torture. 
Published repents said be was the 
Central Intelligence Agency 
(CIA) station chief in Beirut. 

Eleven hostages are still listed 
as missing or captive, including 
Mr. Waite, Mr. Anderson and 
Mr. Sutherland. But two Euro- 
peans among the missing may 
well be dead: • 

— Alec Collet, a British writer 
on assignment for a U.N. relief 
agency, was kidnapped on March 
25, 1985. A year later the group 
that claimed to hold him said it 
had killed him, and a videotape 
made public purported to sbbw 
Mm hanging from a scafford. The 
British government, while never 
confirming his death, no longer 
fists him with other hostages. 

— Alberto Molinari, a Beirut- 
based Italian businessman, was 
kidnapped Sept. 11, 1985. Italian 
diplomats have said they received 
information that Mr. Molinari 
died of a heart attack while resist- 
ing abduction. Other reports said 
be was killed by kidnappers who 
believed be was a Lebanese. Mr. 


About 40 Lebanese, mostly 
women in veils, staged a sit-in at 
United Nations offices is Beirut 
Friday, adding their voices to 
pleas for an exchange which 
could free relatives held by Israel 
or its local allies. 

"Perez de Cuellar, help us re- 
lease our fathers and sons from 
the prisons of Israel and its col- 
laborators,” said one of their 
banners, appealing to U.N. 
Secretary-General Javier Perez 
de Cuellar. 

"The silence of international 
legality towards our cause is a 
stab in the heart of humanity.” 
said another. 

"Our sons are not terrorists or 
killers,” said a statement from 
the families handed to Norwegian 
Lieutenant-Colonel Thor Eid, 
representative of the nine-nation 
U.N. peace-keeping force in 
South Lebanon. 

"We urge the world and the 
countries involved to deal in an 
equal and balanced manner with 
the isue of detainees.” 

Mr. Eid said the message 
would be passed to the secretary- 
general. 

A tearful woman in her twen- 
ties said her Mother Ali, 27, had 
been -held in an Israeli prison 
once 1985 when he was taken 
from their borne in the south and 
accused of helping guerrillas. 

Asked whether she supported 
freeing the Western hostages in 
Lebanon, she said. "A westerner is 
a H uman being - , but a Lebanese 
defending his occupied country is 
(treated, as if he is) not.” 

She declined to be identified, 
saying she feared Israeli retalia- 
tion. 

She said innocent captives 
should be freed but those held by 
Israel and its allies were not being 
grfen equal priority with Western 
hostages. 

A few mothers said their sons 
had been kidnapped by the . 
Lebanese Forces (LF) militia and 
passed on to Israel when the 
private army disbanded this year. 


Aeroflot and El A1 sign 
accord on direct flights 


MOSCOW (AP) — The Israeli 
and Soviet state airlines have 
agreed to set up a joint venture to 
fly Jewish immigrants directly to 
Israel in a move that paves the 
way for regular commercial 
flights, an official said Thursday. 

Israeli Transport Minister 
Moshe Katsav and Soviet Muns- 
ter of Civil Aviation Boris 
Panyukov Wednesday signed an 
agreement in Moscow between 
Aeroflot and El AJ. said Yost 
Ben Dor, press attache for the 
Israeli consulate in Moscow. 

Currently, El Al flights be- 
tween Israel and the Soviet Un- 
ion are chartered by the Israeli 
government for bard currency. 
The agreement would convert the 
charters into a joint venture with 
the aim of increasing the number 
of flights. 


The only other direct flights are 
operated by semi-private Soviet 
businesses tbat fly from the Lat- 
vian capital of Riga or the Geor- 
gian capital to Tbilisi, Mr. Ben 
Dor said. 

Most Jews emigrating from the 
Soviet Union go by train or plane 
to a third country, usually Hun- 
gary or Romania, before they are 
flown in Israel. 

Mr. Ben Dor said that it is not 
known when the flights will be- 
gin or from which Soviet cities 
they will originate. He said the 
details would be ironed out in 
negotiations later in Israel. 

He said that an original agree- 
ment for the joint venture was 
reached between the two airlines 

m December 1969, but because of 

“political reasons” the company 
did not begin working. 
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Iraq establishes telephone links with U.S. 


BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq, Us telephone systeroan^«I in Ql 
war bombme raids, said Friday that it had restored telephoned. 
-Sl. *»._ A The* raKne Baath party newspaper Al 


war Dompmg rams, saw nmaj wu •» v 
with the United States. The ruling Baath \ 

Thawra said Iraq’s satellite earth station at AJDejail had aeetr^ 
repaired and contact had been made wth “tfaerateniafioiial* 
tel ecommuni cations centre” in the United States. “The success of 
these experiments is a firet step and will be followed m a few days - 
bv stens to reopen international tX Mnm u me afaons. . . it sad,-... 
quoting a source at tbe Ministry at Transport and Commume* 
dons. ; V 


Petrol bombs hit Istanbul bank branch 


ISTANBUL (R) — Petrol bombs thrown ax a bank branch aaxS$p' ; 
municipal building in Istanbul early Friday caused damage but rip r ' - 
injuriesTthe semi-official Anatolian news agency said. No group s 
immediately claimed responsibility for the blast* at private Y?pi ;\ 
Kredi Bank’s branch office in Laleli district *n the o ft I part : qf ^ 
Istanbul and a municipal building in Untraniye on the outskirts of ^ 
the city. It was not dear whether the bombings were ndated tp C 
Thursday's seventh anniversary of "; the . start of a separatist ; , 
campaign in tbe southeast by tbe Kurdish' Workers Party (PKK). 
Previous similar bombings have been claimed by the outlawed ^ 
group Dev-Sol (Revolutionary Left), which said it was behind 
Wiling of two Americans and-a score of bombings -against Western ' 
targets during the Gulf war. ^ 


2,600 more Falashas said due in Israel 


TEL AVIV (R) — Army radio said Friday that Israel would fly out - 
some 2,600 black Jews left behind in Ethiopia after its emergency.^ 
airlift of more than 11,000 to the Jewish state in May. “The 2,600.* 
Jews who remained in Ethiopia will be brought to farad. as Z' 
immigrants in the coming months. This was agreed today between 
the Israeli Foreign Ministry and the Ethiopian authorities," the 
radio reported. Israeli planes ferried the black Jews (Falashas). to 
Tel Aviv in a 22-hour-loog operation. ... 


Egypt to set up consular office in Seoul 


SEOUL (R) — Egypt will open a consulate in Seoul, its first, 
official representation in South Korea and an apparent preJude^Sf' 
full diplomatic ties, the Foreign Ministry said Friday. Comal. 3 :' 
General Mohammad Amin Cholkamy and a staff of four would 
arrive in Seoul Moqday, a spokesman said. Egypt has no 
diplomatic relations with Sooth Korea and recognises rival North' 
Korea. Seoul opened a consulate in Cairo in 1962. 


Lebanon grants amnesty to war criminate 


BEIRUT (R) — Lebanon’s cabinet has approved sui anmesty fta ' 
war crimes cmimittftri during IS years of civil strifes settixqgrther 1 -^ 
stage for rebel General Michel Aoun to leave for asylum is France. / * 
Official sources said tbe decree was issued after heated debate^ 
during a tbree-and-a-hatf-faour meeting. It must be endorsed by/--' 
par liamen t. The government had said it wanted to- try Gen.- Aoun,--' - 
who led an 11-month rebellion against President Elias Hrawi, for ' 
war crimes. Gen. Aoun took refuge in the French embassy" in' 
Beirut after thousands of Lebanese and Syrian troops hacked ty**- 
Syrian airpower, ended his mutiny last Oct. 13. France is wining tor- 
grant him asylum but the government has so far not lethmrfoave:^- - 


Panel probes Israeli role in Sri Lanka 


COLOMBO (AP) — A presidential commission has concluded : 
eight-month inquiry into pjtegtions that Israel's intelligence age ncy kr 
trained Sri Lanka^ anny officers and Sri Lankan rebels at th&samc r s, 
time. No findings were dfafctosed. Supreme Court Judge^Srimhal. 
Wadugodapitiya, the kme member of tbe commission wiH submits ■- 
report soon to President R ! an§singbe Premadasa, offitiais sarid. -The 
commission also was assigned to probe allegations that Sri ■ 

government officials used World Bank funds given (br develop- ^,.* 
ment projects to buy arms from Israel. The allegations weat- . 
published by a former Mossad officer, Victor Ostrovsky, - ia las 
book “By Way of Deception: The Making And Unmaking *7 
Mossad Officer.” Since Jan. 10, the commission teairi testitikaiy 
from 103 witnesses and compiled 5,000 pages of evidence- in 
addition to 1,000 pages of documents, said Palith Fernando, the > ^ 
senior state counsel. Those who gave evidence included govern- 
ment and opposition members of parliament, senior military ^ 
government officials. . . ' 


Egyptian banks to bail out BCCI affillaj 


CAmo (R) — - Egyptian banks, .after consultations with 
government, will deposit part of their cash holdings to sawf 
disgraced Bank of CredfraS Conaat 
International (BCCI) , financial sources said Friday. A Wesn 
economist said state-owned had joint-owned banks would dept 

pound hokfings kt! 

C ^!T7 TCe **** without interest a 

below market rates. Al Abram newspaper Friday quoted an affii 

«he banks had alre^deposit^O^p^^ 
their holdings, worth about $60 mfifionTand wouldolace 3 
renramder with BCCM shortly. Egypt’s Middle East New Age 

if* bankers were meeting to dS 

^firbutions after BCCM faced a run on its deposits. BCQ 
deposits m its parent BCCI were between $340 and $440 

Hosni Mubarak, worried about postil 
rf B 5 CM cras bcd, t^ topSgS 
? e issne - “The president fi^Medto the we 
*** bank * and » agreement Ion support (j 
r 5? C ^*? tS a ^ s °PP° rt 10 the 


fer M* meeting. Tbe 


ito > nuum unam uann e to run BCO 

: 49 per cent owned by BCCI and 51 per cent by 

^dtmt Sheikh Zayed Ben Sultan Al Nahayan.a Btejor-sbsrc 

*° deposit another S 150 J Sffiritei 
^ ncws P a P ei said total Egyptian hoSiM 
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roves laws on 
company 




"i u^j , - .ap^yveu-ioe jcitEK financial h» gni 

iterj,^ committee's deosioa tXLtee re- 
te ^ visedRoyal JordanianLaw do. 11 
» av i«Wi asil was 

re fe rr ed to it .fey the Xower : 

-omJ House; except -tor ^artfcie two 
wbicirtee Upper House-rejected 
saying ft /should remain as it was ■ 
IlCh in the provisional !w. 

’ 'Artide! two- providee tbat tbe 
RJ,m persait of tec ■ 

henahie ft to achieve its objec- 
5S,-;-|tas 'the ~ right io borrow 
fands, io accordance with proper 
lores and to .issue loan- 
in the terms -and at the 
* interest rates provided by a spe- 
a dal regulation. - 

Commenting oa this item, De- 
l le y W pirty Prime Mmister and Trans- 
s pott Minister AH Suhomat said 
- De "* that the govermnent was serious 
m converting the ~RJ into a pri- 
vate sector company. He stressed 
that the government does not 
intend to approve any new loans 
for the RJ. 

In another development, the 
S Q%» House, which met under the 

jT? ' ___ - ' 

^ Jordan loses 
^JDSm 
eon in education 


aei 


chairmanship of. its speaker 
. Ahmad A1 Lawti, approved the 
Jarcianism Investment Corpora- 
tion’s Law,as it was referred to it 
by the Lower House, after Jeng- 
rtfay -discussions in vrfucb Prime 
Minister Taber Masri took pan. 

Mr. Masri noted that the cor- 
poration ‘ worked in accordance 
wi th th e governments general 
investment. poBcy to encourage 
' investments m Jordan. 

■ ..The-, law provided for the 
formation of a corporation board 
. of directors, to be headed by the 
finance minister. 

The board will groap the mmi<. 
ter of trade and industry, as its 
vice-chairperson, the planning 
minister. . the governor of the 
Centra! Bank of Jordan, the 
director general of the General 
Budget Department, and tee 
director general of the corpora- 
tion. 

- The law cancels and supersedes 
the Pension Fund’s Law No. 6 for 
the year 1976, and provides for 
transferring all tee fund's assets 
and prope r ty, be it moveable or 
immoveable, to the corporation. 


Secretary General Ahmad Hrfayrf holds a press conference Thursday with Imams asking for pubUc 
assistance for expatriates (Petra photo) 


»u sector due to 


crisis 


■M* 

w 




mitt 


«» . AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan has 
sustained more than JD 8 million 
loses in the education and higher 
education sector, as a result of 
the Gulf crisis, according to a 
repent issued recently. 

The report, whose findings was 
aa * s published by Sawt Aj Shaab Ara- 
’ 1 Wc daily, said that the loss re- 
®“" E . salted from the enrolment of 
some 56,882 students in tee prim- 
Btat ary and. secondary cycles of 
education requiring building a 
5 ft* great number of additional 
schools. 

ibb The report said teat 42,661 
:ti£ students had enroledinTbe prim- 
al®* ary education and 14.221 joined 
. the secondary education. . 

11 To be able to accomodate the 
touge number of students,' there 
arih was need to construct 172 school 
gasc buildings for primary schools and 
ssts: 47 for secondary education. its 
*tt.- Jfowevravara^jmci measure; 
^ tee Ministry, of education in- 
creased tee numbeeof students in 
fl SiU each class, or section, mauitained 
b fe some of tjfereated schools, which 
ggg, it was pLanmng to hand over to 
r their owners, and -maintained the 
^.doubfc r shift school system in 
^ some schools. ' •- 
g'jfe - Ttereport estimated that there 
was need for the recruitment of 
^j p 2,187 teachers to cope with the 
J; number of students enrolled in 
the schools. 

The report estimated the aver- 
age salaries tofre paid to the- new 
i S*"tcadieis at . JD 3,437,964 per 
annum, calculated at a monthly 
B salary of3D?Bl for a umversity 
^^ege e - Holden. -■ . 

" “p 1 The cottof books for students 
^ attending primary education 
vw'schooVs was estimated at 
oli» l JD 661,245, while for students 
i a tt e rid U i g sec ond ary schools, tee 
«di' cost was estimated at JD 279,442. 

25 ptfvTOsr. means that tee total cost of 
nM I* school books K JD 940,68?. 

He* 1 ; The reporiestimaied that tee 
in? »‘costOfpaovMhig services; mclud- 
sulmg- water,.- electritaty, fuel. and 
I ^telephone.. -will be about 
ab«n»ro 125 ^ 04 : - ■ . 


UNRWA might issue appeal for help 
in dealing with returning expatriates 



Jordan 


i. 



^appointed 

a ^MMAN (J.T.) — The Council 
education has 
Ppo iBted Fawzi • Gharaibeh as 
^erident of the U n iv er si ty of 
*K' l^towcceed Mahmood A1 
m tfi^ post ' 

Aefon^ to, * report in A1 
Sauna has rcs- 
" . , i ?“ post- T3» n ewg a per 

> we; no remoris. 

'Dr GharaSbeh had served as 

- ' ^jes and later -as university vice 
'/■etident, for -admiriistrative 
Bairs, 

'S ' . 


By P.V. Vlvek— nd 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The United Nations 
agency carrying out a 41-year-old 
mandate to eidend assistance to 
Palestinian refugees is assessing 
the impact of die ret ur n to Jordan 
of hundreds of thousands of ex- 
patriates, most of them Palesti- 
nian refugees, and might issue an , 
appeal for international funds. 

In the interim, the United Na- 
tions Relief and Work Agency 
(UNRWA) is offering its health 
and education facilities and 
emergency relief programmes to 
“everyday, regardless of registra- 
tion or non-registration as re- 
fugee” with the agency, accord- 
ing to Frank De Jonge, director 
erf UNRWA Affairs in Jordan. 

Mr. De Jonge could not pro- 
vide a specific number, but many 
of the returning expatriates are 
b&eyed to be technically eligible 
fof UNRWA assistance since 
tray have been registered as re- 
fugees with tee agency since the 
early 1950s. 

However, UNRWA schools 
and health duties have not been 
called upon to meet any massive 
demands from the returnees. Mr. 
De Jonge said in an interview 
Thursday. 

Standing orders issued by the 
headquarters of UNRWA in 
Vienna are “to help these people 
in whatever way we can, within 
our limitations,” Mr. De Jonge 
said. Registration as refugees 
with UNRWA is riot a qualifying 
factor for such help, be added. 

“For all practical purposes onr 
facilities and services are avail- 
able to all needy Palestinians 
re g a r d less of registration,'* be 
said. 


There are no plans to reopen 
registration centres for new re- 
fugees, he said. There has been 
no new registration of refugees 
since tee early 50s, when UN- 
RWA registered around 750,000 
people. 

“Any person whose normal re- 
sidence was Palestine for a period 
of two years immediately before 
tee 1948 Arab- Israeli war and 
who, as a result of the war, lost 
both his or her home and means 
of livelihood” qualifies for UN- 
RWA registration and assistance 
if be or she was in need of such 
help. 

Descendants were automatical- 
ly added to tee register since then 
and die number has swelled to 
ovef 2.4 million. 

At tee same time, Mr. De 
Jonge emphasised that tee UN- 
RWA registration has nothing to 
do with the politics of the Palesti- 
nian problem. 

“UNRWA registration was 
only for the purpose of assistance 
and assistance alone,” he stressed 
in answer to a question of bow 
the UNRWA might take it if its 
nomenclature was set as the para- 
meter for the “right of return'* of 
the Palestinian people under Un- 
ited Nations Resolution 191. 

Demands at schools 

According to Mr. De. Jonge, 
who has been working with the 
UNRWA for the past 15 years, 
tee organisation's schools in Jor- 
dan absorbed over 3,000 addi- 
tional students since August 
1990, when expatriates started 
returning home from Kuwait fol- 
lowing tee Iraqi invasion of tee 
emirate. 

Kuwait's refusal to admit 
Jordanian and Palestinian chil- 


dren in die emirate’s schools is 
believed to be one of the main 
factors behind the latest wave of 
returnees, which began earlier 
this monte. 

Many of the returnees, who 
arrived aboard chartered flights 
from Kuwait, have told reporters 
that they wanted to enrol their 
children in Jordanian schools be- 
fore September, when tee school 
year begins. 

“We have taken around 3,300 
new students this year, and we 
have managed to expand school 
facilities to accommodate the 
additions with help from the 
Canadian and Austrian govern- 
ments,” Mr. De Jonge told tee 
Jordan Times. 

“This is the situation as it 
stands today” as far as the UN- 
RWA’s education ■ facilities are 
concerned in the context of de- 
mands from returning expatri- 
ates., be said. 

Hypothetically, “we could be 
deluged with applications when 
the schools reopen next week; we 
don’t really know,” he added. 

Mr. De Jonge as well as other 
officials theorised that many ex- 
Kuwaiti children were being sent 
to Jordanian government schools 
because of two reasons. First, 
most of the returning expatriates 
are Jordanian citizens and are, 
therefore, entitled to Jordanian 
government education for their 
children. Secondly most of the 
UNRWA’s schools are located 
< within refugee camps, away from 
areas where the returnees have 
set up homes. 

Health FaqHtfes 

In the field of the UNRWA 
health services, “we have not 
found people lining up in 


thousands at our health centres,’’ 
said Mr. De Jonge. 

Indeed, he added, the UN- 
RWA registered an increase of 50 
per cent in demand for its heahh 
services in the past year. 

But, he said, it cannot be attri- 
buted solely to returning expatri- 
ates since general economic 
hardships have forced many re- 
fugees in Jordan to revert from 
private doctors to the UNRWA's 
clinics. 

During the past year, over 
40,000 children returning from 
Kuwait have enrolled at Jorda- 
nian government schools. Corres- 
ponding figures for private 
schools were not immediately 
available but officials estimate 
that 70,000 school-age children 
were among the returnees. 

“So far we have handled the 
situation well and we have not 
issued any appeal for additional 
funds,” Mr. De Jonge said. The 
UNRWA is studying the situation 
and “if the need arises, the 
commissioner-general (of the 
Vienna-based agency) will issue 
such an appeal,” he said. 

Emergency relief programmes 
— mostly food supplies — are 
available to “special hardship 
cases,” be said. This applies to 
“any (Palestinian) family that 
does not have a potential bread- 
winner,” he said, thus excluding 
unemployment as a qualifying 
factor. 

These parameters are applied 
uniformly in the UNRWA areas 
of operations — Jordan, Syria, 
Lebanon and tee Israeli-occupied 
West Bank and Gaza Strip — and 
will also govern, at least in prac- 
tical terms within budget limita- 
tions, Palestinian returnees from 
Kuwait, Mr. De Jonge said. 


Leaders of Christian sects urge fellow 
Iraqis not to abandon war-torn country 


By Nnr Sati 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Leaders of Christian 
sects in Iraqi issued an appeal 
July 18 to the board of tee heads 
of Iraqi Christian sects, urging 
Iraqi ninrim to remain in their 
country. Despite this plea, 
however, at leak 1,000 Christian 
Iraqis leave for Jordan every day. 

“We appeal to tee children of 
our Christian people with this 
fatherly appeal to remind them 
that they must remain (in Iraq), 
that they are the effective sector 
that contributed, and should con- 
tinue to do so, in the building of 
our dear Iraq,” tee appeal said. 

“We share our sons' feelings 
and we ask them to renew their 
serf-confidence in their future and 
teat they must face the immediate 
changes with faith, hope and con- 
fidence and not to choose im- 
migration as an easy outlet,” tee 
appeal continued. 

But for many Iraqis who are 
now in Jordan, tee immediate 
present takes precedence. 

“We are hungry,” said a 
middle-aged man who pr e f e rred 
anonymity. “My two children 
need nourishment. Iraq is so ex- 
pensive now. A tin of milk used 
to be 200 piasters, now it b about 
16 Iraqi dinars.” 

Most of the Iraqis here have 
come for similar reasons. 

“I have so much to tell you but 
I cannot think now. I am empty. I 
feel tired. I just want a normal 
fife, if ouSy for a 'wWe ” another' 
man said. ’ 

According to Father Musa 
Adeffi. director of Caritas, an 
organisation teat helps Iraqis, 
2,310 families have been provided 
trite bus tickets to Jordan smee Jane. 
Chritas also offers financial and . 


medical assistance. Every Mon- 
day, Wednesday and Friday, Ira- 
qis meet at the organisation head- 
quarters for medical examina- 
tions, money and food. 

Hundreds of Iraqi Christians 
queue up from 8 o’clock every 
morning at tee Caritas office for 
medical prescriptions, consulta- 
tions and tickets for tbeir trip 
back to Iraq. Around five people 
on Friday accepted tickets for 
Iraq. Otters entered the office to 
buy milk for tbeir children. 

“We do not only help the 
Christians. We do not 'tfiscrimin-- 
ate. There are Muslims who re- 
quire our help and we help them,' 
raid Father Adeili. 

Most Iraqis are finding accom- 
modation with relatives or friends 
around Jordan. But there are. 
some. Father Adeili said, who 
live in schools, churches, on 
roofs, balconies, and even in 
hotels “where they rotate: six 
people every six hours so they can 
afford to pay for the room.” 

There are about 10 families in a 
school, one family in a dispensary 
in Fuheis and another three fami- 
lies in another dispensary, he 
said. 

Some Iraqis complained about 
tee increasing rents in the King- 
dom. 

“People here tend to think that 
we have a lot of money,” a 
mother said. “I came to Jordan 
before and rent for a furnished 
apartment was JD SO. Now they 
are asking for JD 200” 

“We left everything in Iraq,” 
another man said. “We are only 
here to have something to eat If 
we had money we would not be 
standing herq in the heat every- 
day.” 


Some Iraqis are travelling to 
Jordan to take advantage of the 
lower prices. Father Adeili said. 

“Some come for a monte, get 
the necessary food for their chil- 
dren and medicine and then they 
go back. When they run out of 
milk in Iraq, they come bade 
again,” he said. 

“We may solve tbeir problems 
here in Jordan,” he continued, 
“but in Iraq, we sent things, but it 
is never enough.” 

Still, Father Adeili agrees with 
the appeal that Iraqis should not 
leave their country. Everyday he 
gives a speech to Iraqis trying to 
convince them to go back to Iraq. 

“At die beginning, it was diffo 
cult because they were terrified 
by tee situation and the famin g 
But now they accept it, especially 
since school begins soon,” Father 
Adeili told the Jordan Times. 

But Nadia, 19, does not want 
to go hack. 

“I have two brothers in the 
United States and another in 
Canadrf. I want to stay in Jordan 
■ until I get a visa to Canada.” 

According to Nadia, after the 
war, it has become even more' 
difficult- 

“There is too much fighting 
between people going on. It b an 
awful life. I want to see the world 
outride,” she said. 

Although many Iraqis would 
prefer not to return to Iraq, they 
are not seeking political asylum in 
Jordan. Most are applying for 
visas to the United States, Cana- 
da or Europe. 

“We ask the United Nations to 
help us leave. We ask any embasy 
to get us a visa, but to no avail,” a 
father of two children said. “I 
have S50 teat should last me for 
four months. What can I do? he 
asked. 



Ali Abu 
Nowar to 
be buried 
today 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Ali Abu 
Newer, a former commander of 
the Jordanian Armed Forces and 
member of the Senate, has (Bed at 
tee age of 68. He passed away on 
T h ursday at a London basjdal 
where he was battling cancer. 

The fade Mr. Abu Nowar had 
served in several pr ominent posi- 
>Imc and nartkfaisted hi numer- 
ous poetical activities ha Jordan. 
While auvhig as fomnunkr of 
the Armed Forces in tee late 
1950s, he was ac cused at involve- 
ment in an attempted coop and 
fled Jordan to Egypt and lived 
there as a pol itic al reftigee for a 
number of years. 

Later, be was appahited ambas- 
sador at the Forets Ministry and 
also served as Hb Mqjesty King 
Hnasehi's personal representative 
and sometimes worked as director 
of die Jordan Phosphate Mines 
Company. 

The body of the late Mr. Aba 
Nowar was due to arrive hi Am- 
man from London Friday evening 
for burial in bb hometown of Salt 
thb afternoon. 


Imams urge worshippers to 
help returning expatriates 



AMMAN (J.T.) — Mosque 
preachers at Friday’s prayers in 
Jordan dwelt in their sermons on 
the plight of the Jordanian and 
Palestinian expatriates arriving in 
Jordan from Kuwait, urging wor- 
shippers to lend a helping hand to 
the returnees in every possible 
manner. 

Tbeir sermons were in imple- 
mentation of a pledge they gave 
His Majesty King Hussein in a 
cable on Thursday promising to 
respond favourably to his appeal 
to the Jordanian citizens to give 
assistance to the returnees. 

We pledge to set a good exam- 
ple and to lead the process of 
helping the returnees by word 
and deed and through the ser- 
mons to the worshippers, said the 
preachers in their cable to the 
king. 

They pledged to place all their 
capabilities and their services at 
the disposal of the country at this 
time of need and to urge worship- 
pers to offer assistance to the 
returnees in any possible manner 
and to alleviate their sufferings in 
line with the teachings of Islam. 

The preachers had a meeting 
Thursday with Ministry of Awqaf 
and Islamic Affairs Secretary 
Genera] Ahmad Helayel who 
asked them to concentrate their 
preaching on offering awisranra 
to the returnees and the displaced 
people from Kuwait and Iraq. 

“You have a serious responsi- 
bility in guiding the public to- 
wards doing good to others and 
towards enhancing the sense of 
brotherhood and coperation,” 
Dr. Helayel said. 

He said later that the Ministry 
of Awqaf s staff have contributed 
the wage of one day work to the 
returnees from Kuwait and 


Iraq. 

In line with the government's 
directives to extend help to the 
returnees, a special committee set 
up Thursday, has held its first 
meeting under the chairmanship 
of Sal am eh Ham mad. Ministry of 
Interior secretary general. 

Mr. Hammad and his commit- 
tee have been charged with pro- 
viding all types of assistance to 
the returnees and to channel aid 
from various local and interna- 
tional organisations for them. 

The prime minister, who 
ordered the formation of the 
committee, has asked various 
government departments to 
cooperate with the committee to 
enable it to carry out its mission. 

Representatives of the minis- 
tries of soda! development, jus- 
tice as well as the Department of 
Statistics and the Public Security 
Department and the Jordan 
National Red Crescent Soriety in. 
Jordan are on the committee. 

Mr. Hammad also met with 
Resident representative of the 
United Nations Ali Attiqa to 
brief him on the situation. He 
gave Dr. Attiqa a memorandum 
addressed to the U.N.Secretary 
genera] asking him to urge world 
organisations to extend help to 
the Kingdom to cope with the 
crisis. 

Mr. Hammad also urged va- 
rious organisations operating in 
Jordan to offer any help they can. 
According to the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, he was promised 
assistance from these organisa- 
tions. 

The eviction of the Jordanian 
and Palestinian expatriates from 
Kuwait has drawn reaction from 
heads of professional organisa- 
tions in Jordan who said teat tee 


expulsion of expatriates was in 
contradiction with all Arab and 
international principles and in 
violation of human rights. 

President of the Bar Associa- 
tion Walid Abdul Hadj said in a 
statement to the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, that by evicting 
the expatriates ‘in this most 
shameful manner.” the rulers of 
Kuwait have proved to be inhu- 
man because the expelled people 
have no means of living and no 
homes to go to. 

Mr. Abdul Hadj appealed to 
Arab heads of state and to 
Amnesty Internationa] to inter- 
fere and put a halt to this atro- 
cious act and inhuman practice. 

Lawyer Jala! Abbasi, who is 
president of the Jordanian Jurists 
Association, said it was time for 
the Arab masses and their orga- 
nisations to take action and to put 
an end to such excesses on the 
part of the Kuwaiti regime. He 
appealed to the Jordanian public 
. to open their homes, their offides 
and tbeir institutions to give re- 
fuge to the returnees. 

The president of the Jordanian 
Medical Assocation Dr. Ishaq 
Maraqa, also urged the Jordanian 
citizens to give urgent help to the 
returnees and deportees. Khalil 
Kbonna, chairman of the Central 
Council of tbe Federation of 
Jordanian Labour Unions, de- 
scribed the Kuwaiti practice as 
contradicting all norms and 
violating all principles. 

President of the Jordan En- 
gineers Association Ismail B rew- 
ish condemned Kuwait's action as 
barbaric. He said that the expel- 
led Jordanians and Palestinians 
were behind Kuwait’s construc- 
tion and prosperity over tee past 
four decades. 


Experts call for changing current 
income tax law to help the poor 


AMMAN — Jawad Al Anani. a 
prominent Jordanian economist, 
Friday stressed the need for re- 
considering the income tax law as 
a means for ensuring the fair 
distribution of wealth. 

In an interview with the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, Dr. Anani 
said that a preliminary reading of 
the income tax law reveals that 
the government pays 30 per cent 
of the tax through its investments 
in. companies, such as the Arab 
Potash Company, the Jordan Ce- 
ment Factories and the Jordan 
Phosphates Mines Company. 

He said that the tax is collected 
from the companies rather than 
from die partner individuals. 

Dr. Anani said that there was a 
dose relationship between tee 
increase in production and tee 
fair distribution of income. 

He said that the failure of tee 


income tax collection system 
leads to tbe imposition of new 
taxes on the low income people. 
In this regard. Dr. Anani sug- 
gested tbe imposition of a con- 
sumption tax instead of customs 
duties. 

He also called for redistribut- 
ing investments and finding soft 
loans and easy funding for new 
investments. He pointed out that 
the inflation problem has its 
negative reflections on the low 
income groups, who cannot in- 
crease their wages or salaries, 
while the merchants and others 
whose income is on the rise can 
raise the prices and attain a better 
income. 

Therefore, he said, what the 
poor pays eventually goes to the 
rich, who are not affected by 
inflation. He said teat the solu- 
tion to the inflation problems lie 


in reducing prices and increasing 
production. 

The poor distribution of 
national income was also a sub- 
ject of criticism by Mohammad 
Saqr, bead of the Economy De- 
partment at tee University of 
Jordan. Dr. Saqr pointed out that 
the poor distribution of nation?] 
income has led to passive con- 

se< I ueDCe s on tee economic sec- 
tors. 

Dr. Saqr said that tee remitt- 
ances of Jordanians working 
abroad have contributed to main- 
taining an : acceptable living stan- 
dard. However* he said, tee drop 
in these remittances during and 
after tbe Gulf crisis has clearly 
demonstrated tee unbalance of 
distribution and disclosed tee hid- 
den pockets of poverty. 



IRAQI JORDANIAN 
LAND TRANSPORT CO. 

Tender No. (6/91) 

Sale Of Used Truck - Tractors 

The Iraqi Jordanian Land Transport Company 
intends to sell (236) used truck tractors of type Styer 
manufactured, in 1981/1982. 

RELATED INFORMATION: 

Custom duties of those truck - tractors are unpaid. 

2. Offers can be submitted to buy one truck - tractor; or a 
number of truck-tractors or all quantity. 

3. Truck - tractors can be checked and inspected at the 
company’s garages in Aqaba, Jordan starting from 
August 15, 1991. 

4. Copies of terms conditions and technical specifications 
can be bought for the sum of (100) Jordanian dinars (JD) 
from the company’s main offices in Amman, between 4th 
and 5th Circles, Jabal Amman, during official working 
hours (0900-1400), starting from (15-8-1991). 

5. Closing date for submitting offers is (15-9-1991). (1200 
hrs). 

6 . Address: 

P.O.Box 5134, Amman-Jordan 

Phone No.: 677680, 672502, 672509 

TLX No.: 22237 

FAX No.: 602870 

Dr. Shaker Mahadeen 

Director General 
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Arafat can still make the world take notice with one word: No 
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THE “permission” given by the United Nations Security 
Council for “monitored" sales of Iraqi oil worth $1.6 billion 
cannot but be an open violation of the sovereignty of 3raq,a 
precedent-setting move for the work! powers to interfere in 
a nation’s affair s and, above aD, a cruel joke against the 
suffering people of Iraq. 

When the American-led coalition fought Iraq out of 
Kuwait, aD hopes were that it was the end of the crusade 
against Iraq, and international laws and norms will be 
allowed to take its course to handle the rest of the affair such 
as war reparations and invasion damages etc. Bat no, the 
world powers had to take it up further along unprecedented 
lines and assume a supervisory role aD along and see to it 
that the Iraqi people are subjected to more and more 
goffering as if the international community — if indeed that 
is what the Security Council claims it represents — has a 
grudge against the women and children of Iraq. 

To role that a country can sefl its natural resources but its 
government cannot be in charge of the proceeds is nothing 
but robbing the country of its sovereignty. Many Third 
World countries whose leaders are not in the good books of 
the world powers may please take note that a precedent has 
been set that the U.N. can meddle with their internal affairs 
under the cover of international legitimacy and violate one 
of the cardinal principles on which the world body was 
founded — respect for the sovereignty of individual 
countries. 

Surely, the intelligence and brilliance of the world powers 
which fought Iraq can also produce alternative means to 
apply pressure on the Iraqi government without having to 
starve 18 milli on people? 

We in Jordan do not have to undertake any fact- finding 
mission to reach the conclusion that the Iraqi people are 
suffering. Living proof of that is already in Amman, where 
thousands of Iraqis are stranded foodless and homeless. We 
are living with it. But for purposes of official record, 
repeated U.N. missions to Iraq, including those headed by 
Prince Sadruddin Aga Khan, and dozens of independent 
agencies have brought back one unmistakable message: 
Iraqis face starvation unless immediate action is taken to 
ensure that they get enough food. The finding of the Food 
and Agricultural Organisation (FAO) was that large-scale 
famine is in the making in Iraq. 

It beats ns to envisage how the United Nations has opted 
to overlook the very fact that it is going to be awefully 
difficult for the world body to collect revenues from Iraqi ofl 
sales and supply food and medicine to the people of Iraq 
while ensuring that the actual needs of the people are met 
and that the Iraqi government does not benefit at all. That is 
of course assuming that the world body does not have a 
grocer's mind and will not entertain the idea of opening up a 
supermarket. But come to think of it, the shape of things 
coming out of the U.N. does resemble a Shylocfc owning not 
only a high-priced supermarket but also a nusprognunmed 
cash register. 


HIS MAJESTY King Hussein has drawn the attention of the 
whole world to the plight of the J ordanian-Palestinian community 
facing repression in Kuwait and eviction from a land where they 
had spent their whole life, said A1 fia’i Arabic daily. In his 
meeting with heads of diplomatic missions in Amman Wednes- 
day, the King said that the world community should extend a 
helping hand to the destitute people and help Jordan cope with 
the new wave of immigration, the paper added. It said that the 
eviction of Palestinians coincides with the current drive to 
establish peace in the Middle East and is seen as a form of 
pressure on Jordan to accept new terms and conditions considered 
humiliating to the Arab Nation. Jordan, the paper noted, has 
repeated that it would not give up any Arab right. It said that it 
could by no means substitute another party in the peace process 
and that it would continue to adhere to its principled stands. The 
paper also noted that the current wave of immigration would not 
force Jordan to abandon its steadfastness and could not weaken 
its confidence in the Arab Nation. It is a shameful act on the part 
of those Arabs taking part in the process of exercising pressure on 
Jordan, by exploiting the human element, and these Arabs should 
realise that they cannot achieve their evil designs, the paper 
added. The paper said that the Kingdom, which witnessed other 
waves of immigration and other forms of pressure in the past, can 
and will remain steadfast while giving refuge to the Arab people 
under all circumstances. 

Sawt Al Shaab daily wondered why the world community was 
sfient about the plight of the Jordanian-Palestinian community in 
Kuwaiti The current campaign by the Kuwaiti authorities against 
the Jordanian-Palestinian community whose members are bring 
evicted from the country and losing their property, their savings 
and their compensations after years of hard work is in many 
aspects similar to the ongoing Israeli campaign to drive out the 
Palestinians from their homeland, the paper stressed. The paper 
said that Jordan has opened its arms to hundreds of thousands of 
expatriates and returnees and is shouldering additional burdens, 
despite its meagre resources, and therefore this country is in need 
of assistance from the Arab and Islamic nations and from various 
international organisations. The paper said that Jordan also 
awaits a meaningful action on the part of the world community to 
put an end to the Kuwaiti acts of repression against the innocent 
women and children who are being d riv en out from their homes. 
Nations which sent their troops to northern Iraq under the pretext 
of protecting the human rights of the Kurds, said the paper, 
should now interfere and find a means to protect the human rights 
of the Jordanian-Palestinian community. 
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.Yasser Arafat 


By Judith Mffler 


THERE he was again. After what bad seemed a 
long absence, Yasser Arafat’s familiar three-day- 
old stubbie and his black-and-white checked head 
scarf suddenly reappeared last week on the front 
pages of the world’s newspapers and at diplomatic 
centre stage. 

His remarks stunned and frustrated some fellow 
Palestinians, Arab leaden, and American offi- 
cials, all of whom had struggled for months to 
secure the agreement of Syria, Jordan, Egypt and 
Saudi Arabia to convene a Middle East peace 
conference aimed at resolving the seemingly unre- 
solvable Arab-Israeli conflict. 


Palestinians, the chairman of 
the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) declared, would 
not attend an American-brokered 
peace conference tins October 
unless Washington asked Him to 
choose the Palestinian delegates 
and guaranteed that Israel would 
trade land for peace. Both de- 
mands were clearly unrealistic; 
tiie first was known to be un- 
acceptable to both the United 
States and Israel, and the second 
would be anathema to Israel's 
Prime Minister, Yitzhak Sh amir , 
who has said that he is willing to 
talk but that he is not willing to 
trade land for peace. 

Mr. Arafat's message seemed 
clear enough: If he and the PLO 
were excluded from the planning 
of the peace process, no Palesti- 
nian would attend the meeting. 
And in that message was an 
implicit assumption and a warn- 
ing: Unless the PLO was in- 
cluded, no Arab state should 
attend a conference aimed at 
securing land and justice for 
Palestinians that would be 
boycotted by .the Palestinians 
themselves. 

In threatening to wreck the 
talks, Mr. Arafat was attempting 
to demonstrate yet again what 
Czechoslovakia's President. Vac- 
lav Havel, has called “the power 
of the powerless” — the ability to 
say no, the power to deny. 

“In effect, what Arafat was 
saying is, Tin important; pay 



attention to me,”' said 

B. Quandt, a former Carter 
administration official who 
helped shape the Camp David 
peace accords between Israel and 
Egypt. And Richard W. Murphy, 
a former Assistant Secretary of 
State for Near East and South 
Asian Affairs in both the Reagan 
and Bush administrations, 
agreed. “As discredited as he is in 
America and among many Arabs, 
he still has his base among the 
Palestinians,” Mr. Murphy said. 
“We and the Israelis are fading 
ourselves if we pretend that he 
doesn’t.” 

It is easy to see why some 
Arabs or American policy makers 
assumed that Mr. Arafat and his 
organisation could be bypassed. 
His egregious miscalculation in 
supporting President Saddam 
Hussain in the Gulf conflict — 
only the latest in a series of 
political errors that surely would 
have ended the career of a less 
durable leader — has left his 
international personal standing, 
which is inexorably entwined with 
that of the PLO. at its lowest ebb. 

Financially cut off by Saudi 
Arabia and the Gulf states, shun- 
ned by Egypt and other Arab 
members of the anti-Iraq coali- 
tion, he is also detested by many 
Palestinians who lost lucrative 
jobs in Kuwait because of Ins 
decision to support Baghdad 
when it invaded Kuwait. In addi- 
tion, his leadership is being chal- 


Isracti troops pstroSfag to occupied East jerusaiena 


lenged in the occupied territories 
by factions that take a far harder 
line. 

So his remarks seem intended 
first to shore up his personal 
position by underscoring what 
those Palestinians meeting in 
Israel with Secretary of State 
James A. Baker have been saying 
all along: that they have been 
doing so within the PLO's bles- 
sing and would not do so without 
it.” 

“Paradoxically,’' said Rita E. 
Hauser, an international lawyer 
and expert on the PLO who 
beads the International Centre 
for Peace in the Middle East, 
“Yitzhak Shamir has enabled 
Arafat to reenter the game by not 
agreeing to meet with the Palesti- 
nians whom Baker has been talk- 
ing. Shamir’s insistence on ’no 
PLO people* has once again 
raised the issue of whether there 
will be a Palestinian delegation at 
the conference and therefore has 
enabled Arafat to play a role.” 

Second, Mr. Arafat's posture 
of reluctance to permit Palesti- 
nians to take part in the talks 
appears designed to strengthen 
his credibility among Palesti- 
nians, many of whom are deeply 
sceptical of the Bosh administra- 


tion’s approach. 'There is no 
■doubt that Arafat wants a confer- 
ence,” said Hisham Sharabi, a 
Palestinian professor at George- 
town University and editor of the 
Institute for Palestine Studies 
Journal. “But many Palestinians 
feel that Shamir’s conditions are 
so humiliating his insistence that 
there will be no exchange of 
peace for territory so adamant, 
that they wonder: ‘Why bother? 
Why attend a conference that is 
tantamount to political surren- 
der?”’ 

Mr. Arafat wants to show these 
Palestinians that he is no inert or 
irrelevant, that be is trying to get 
the most out of whatever leverage 
he has, in exchange for letting 
Palestinians participate. Since 
many within the PLO flatly 
oppose the conference, Mr. Ara- 
fat desperately needs the support 
of the sceptical. A few conces- 
sions might help him win that — 
if Washington turns out to be in 
the mood to give him any conces- 
sions at -all. Third, his remarks 
are aimed as much at fellow 
Arabs as at Washington. Mr. 
Arafat knows that be most end 
his pariah status among the win- 
neis of the Gulf war if he is to 
survive politically. He un- 


doubtedly sees the conference as 
an occasion to a gain take his 
[dace on the Arab state; in this 
context, it would make sense for 
him to set out tough terms for his 
participation from which be could 
eventually dimb down. Egypt’s 
President Hbsni Mubarak might 
eventually receive — which he 
has refused to do so far — if that 
would persuade Mr. Arafat to 
bestow upon the proposed con- 
ference the Palestinian mprima- 
ture that only he can given. 

Many analysts believe that Mr. 
Arafat’s position is so weak, 
though* that in the end he will 
have no choice but to quietly 
sanction the conference. With 
virtually unanimous Arab bles- 
sing for the gathering, would the 
PLO dare risk further marginalis- 
ing itself by obstructing or scut- 
tling it? After all, many Arabs 
consider this the Palestinian?* 
best-chance of ending almost TL 
years of Israeli military occupa- 
tion and saving the territories 
from being permanently paved 
over by Israeli settlements. 

“Syria and Jordan might well 
attend a conference even without 
tiie blessing of the PLO,” said 
Marvin Fenerwerger, a senior 


strategic fellow at the Washing- ' - • 
ton Institute for Near East Policy; . 
a research group that is generally 
pro-Israeli. “While it is true that ‘ 
Hafez Al Assad is sensitive fo | 
charges of betraying the Palesti- 
nian cause to achieve a separate 
peace,” be said. “I doubt the 
Syrian president would be happy 
about letting Arafat, a non-state 7 
player whom he despises, veto a 
gathering he sees as in Syria’s 
best interests.” 

While most analysts argue that ' 
no Arab state could afford to 
attend a peace conference — 
even a ceremonial opening — 
without a “legitimate” Palesti- 
nian presence, few flunk that 
ultimately Mr. Arafat will con- 
tinue to say no. He is a shrewd 
tactician — whatever his defiden- ^ 
ties as a strategist — and he 

probably understands that ,,38 the , 
shif; in Syrian policy reflects, the 
geographic and political map of 
the post-cold war world has , ’ 
changed. With commanism's 
global force spent and Iraq des- 
troyed, the old rejectiooist tunes ^ 
of Middle Eastern politics now - 
have a thinner and - more bd- - 
low... sound, — The New York • • 
Times magazine. 


The Week an Print 


THE plight of the Jordanian- 
Palestinian community in 
Kuwait and Jordan's stand 
with regard to this issue as well 
as the Middle East question 
and a number of domestic 
issues in the country wens the 
dominant topics in the Jorda- 
nian Arabic dailies of the past 
week. 

As Jordan witnesses an in- 
flux of hundreds of thousands 
of Jordanians and Palestinians 
returning from Kuwait, the 
Israelis welcome hundreds of 
thousands of new immigrants 
to be settled in Arab lands, 
said a columnist in Al Ra'i 
Arabic daily. 

Tareq Masarweh noted that 
while the Jordanian and 
Palestinian citizens returning 
here are being deprived of 
their rights and evicted by 
force from Kuwait, the Jewish 
immigrants are being wel- 
comed to settle in the occupied 
Palestinian land as the United 
States continues to process of 
settling the Jews and fulfilling 
the dreams of the world Zion- 
ism. 

The writer said that U.S., 
which is behind the eviction of 
the Palestinians from Kuwait, 
in collusion with certain Arab 
regimes, is also behind the. 
drive to deny the Palestinians 
their legitimate rights in their 
homelands. 

Sawt A] Shaab daily said 
that as long as there are Arab 
regimes volunteering to offer 
service to the colonialist pow- 
ers and exercising ( repression 
on the Palestinians 'and Jorda- 
nians this region can find no 
peace. 

The paper said that Kuwait 
is determined to find in the 
Jordanian and Palestinian 
community a scapegoat for its 
own problems. It is driving out 
the expatriates in flagrant 
violation of international prin- 
ciples and all human rights. 

Such practice, the paper 
said, is a shameful and atro- 
cious act by the enemies of 
Arab and Islamic nations. The 
paper said, that Kuwaitis com- 


mitting a crime against hun- 
dreds of thousands of innocent 
people under the eyes of the 
world community and the Un- 
ited Slates which has been 
bragging about human rights 
worldwide. 

The eviction of the 
thousands of the Jordanian and 
Palestinian expatriates from 
Kuwait was described by Fahd 
Al Fanek, a columnist for Al 
Ra’i daily, as part of the new 
world order orchestrated by 
the United States and im- 
plemented by Kuwait and 
other Arab regimes. 

The United Slates has 
achieved a victory in its war 
against the Arabs by turning 
one country against another 
and by fulfilling the dreams of 
Israel, the writer noted. He 
said that Washington has com- 
mitted the greatest massacre in 
history by killing the children 
and women -of Iraq and dis- 
placing the Palestinians with all 
the so-called humanitarian 
organisations keeping silent 
about these atrocities. 

Now that all appeals to the 
world community to come to 
the aid of the Palestinians and 
Jordanians evicted from 
Kuwait have failed to give iny 
fruitful result, there is urgent 
need for the government to 
make moves at tiie internation- 
al level, said Ahmad Dabbas in 
Sawt Al Shaab. 

The Vriter noted that Jordan 
can not cope with the huge 
number of immigrants and re- 
turnees and can by no means 
remain silent in the face of 
repression and injustice exer- 
cised by Kuwait. 

This year, Jordan is not 
holding tire usual summer con- 
ference for the expatriates in 
view of the ongoing eviction of 
these expatriates from Kuwait, 
said Taber Al Udwan- in Al 
Dustour. The writer said that 
the presence of huge numbers 
of expatriates who had spent a 
very long time building Kuwait 
and acquiring extensive experi- 
ence in development and con- 
struction work should prompt 
the government to find ways of 


facilitating their settlement in 
the country and direct them 
towards income generating 
projects. 

The writer said that the 
Ministry of Industry and Trade 
can take the lead in this con- 
cern by directing the expatri- 
ates who hold capital towards 
useful economic activities and 
thus help them find a decent 
way of making a living. 

Several writers tackled the 
outcome of the Islamic coun- 
tries foreign ministers' confer- 
ence held in Istanbul. 

Sal am eh Ekour, in Sawt Al 
Shaab, described the confer- 
ence as serving the purposes of 
the NATO alliance and the 
Zionist ambitious designs. The 
writer said that the conference, 
which was supposed to discuss 
matters related and of concern 
to the Islamic Nation, directed 
its attention instead to matters 
that can be of service to the 
enemies of Muslims. 

The conference, acting upon 
directions from Washington, 
has decided against lifting an 
embargo on Iraq and has 
ignored the cries of women and 
children In Iraq subjected to 
atrocious acts by the U.S.-led 
alliance. 

The writer said that the 
meeting, which was held in the 
name of Islam, did all it could 
to serve- the objectives of the 
enemies of the Islamic faith. 

The representatives of the 
Islamic nations who met in 
Istanbul forgot their faith and 
forgot their duty to serve an 
Islamic Nation in desperate 
need of help and forgot all 
about the Islamic teachings, 
said Mohammad Abdul 
Khaleq in Sawt Al Shaab daily. 

The writer said that the Isla- 
mic conference had in fact in- 
creased rather than relieve the 
Iraqi people’s sufferings and so 
the conference was a tool in 
the hand of the United States 
which is exercising its hostile 
practices against the Arab and 
Islamic nations. 

The Jordanian press gave 
ample attention to the Arab- 
Isr** -li conflict and the ongoing 
efforts to convene a peace con- 


ference. 

Sawt Al Shaab daily said 
that it is regrettable to see that 
the Arabs, especially the states 
directly involved in a con- 
frontation with Israel, fail to 
bold a meeting to coordinate 
their positions with regard to 
the coming conference. 

Arab countries realise that 
Israel wants to steal their water 
and their lands and wants tfae 
Arabs to remain in a weak 
state, unable to stand up to its 
ambitious designs, and yet they 
are unable to bold a single 
meeting to confront these 
issues, the paper noted. 

The Arab states are also 
impotent in the face of the 
U.S.-Soviet conspiracy of set- 
tling So\iet Jews on Arab land 
and they are going to the peace 
conference empty handed, the 
paper said. 

A columnist in Sawt Al 
Shaab said it was shameful that 
some Arabs plan to sit and talk 
with Moshe Arens at a time 
when they continue to shun 
any meeting with an Iraqi 
minister. Mazen Al Saket said 
that it is shameful that the 
Arab League can not meet 
unless it is given the order by 
James Baker. What we de- 
mand from the Arabs is not a 
meeting for war against Israel, 
rather a meeting to handle 
Arab-Arab issues in prepara- 
tion for the coming meeting 
with Israel, the writer said. 

His views were backed by 
Fahd Al Fanek in Al Ra'i daily 
who said that Jordan is not 
against an Arab-Israeli confer- 
ence but it is rather seeking a 
concerted stand on the part of 
the Arab side to the coming 
negotiations. 

The writer said that it is 
unreasonable for the Arabs to 
open talks to reach an under- 
standing with the Israelis when 
they can find no way of 
reaching an understanding 
among themselves. 

In toe midst of talk about a 
peace conference reports con- 
tinue to bring us news about 
Israel’s continued drive to 
build settlements on the occu- 
pied Palestinians land witfa the 
help of Washington and Mos- 



cow, said Salameh Ekour in 
Sawt Al Shaab. 

The writer said that the 
Soviets carry out their part of 
the conspiracy by sending Jews 
to Israel while the U.S. admi- 
nistration continues to pump in 
funds to finance their settle- 
ment in Arab land. Washing- 
ton continues to brag about the 
need for Israel to stop the 
settlements and it tries to 
appease the Arabs with these 
words, but in reality it is 
financing toe continued settle- 
ment programme, the writer 
said. 

A number of writers tackled 
the question of the soaring cost 
of renting homes in Jordan in 
the wake of the influx of the 
expatriates. 

Ahmad Al Miskh in Al Ra’i 
daily said that toe landlonfe are 
m a race against time in this 
mad and feverish rush to let 
hoB jfs a * exorbitant rents, 
totally disregarding the fact 
that toe expatriates are now fa 
need. 

The writer urged the govern- 
ment to tackle this urgent issue 
and stop further injustices. 

His views were backed by 


Salah Abdul Samad in Al Ra’i 
daily who said that no one^ 
expects the landlords to offer, 
their bouses for free, but- at 
least they should offer sym- 
pathy to toe retiirae^ thrpugh 
offering them homes for 

reasonable rent. 

Mohammad Daoucfieh in AI_ 
Dnstour said that the local 
landlords and home owners are. 
filing to exploit the expatriates-; 
and the Iraqis now living fatlse^ 
country; He urged the govern-^ 
meot to set up a special ocwm 
nuttee to make assessments fofr 
rents so that the expatriates " 
would pay. a reasonable feek- 
aad at toe same time have .theft 
interests of both parties pro-H 
tected. ■■■-■ 

A columnist in Al Ral t^Bed' 
the .government to lo*er . 
toe average grade acceptedby. 
Jordanian Universities tp 60 
percent from 6S per- cent® 
offer a chance to a:greate£ 
number of people, to acquire 
university, education. ‘ 

Kawar said that Vis long as 
people, want to, get education 
government should not 
stop in their way. {_■■? 
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King: Palestinians will solve problem over representation 
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. . ^ bcBcve- that this has come 
. Jogetber (progress) extremely rapidly 
'mi^ 'eertaiidy more in terns of our 
timetable on oiir domestic scene afro 
Rapidly from, free elections, demoov 

-fixation, process leading to aocept- 
■nee pf the naioM) darter, plunti- 
- Era and political parties. I am willing 
to do some extra work at tins by 
calling people from Jordanian politic- 
al life as they were represented in the 
country to explain every step we 
make and to (Sscnss die development 
that happens in tbe absence of politic- 1 
if parties that we certainly hoped 
would have been there by now. And 


by now 1 mean of the process itself we 
are moving rapidly and the visit of 
Baker and many friends to the area 
have been extremely constructive and 
have given ns an indication that the 
U.S. is very muricus to see progress 
on das matter and certainly the 
secretary shares this view and this 
stems from the feeling that the U.S. 
can contrib u te to the solution of this 
problem and has greater responsibil- 
ity now in tins new world order and a 
greater potential to do bo than in the 
past when ibis problem was a part of 
the odd war or whatever you may call 
it in tiie pest. The world of yesterday. 

“The Palestinian dimension is a 
very very important one and we agree 
that only they themselves can select a 
delegation wh ich vriU represent them 
.and. certainly starting with the first 
phase winch is that of territories 
o c cupi e d in 67. We have no prefer- 
ence if they went on their own or 
chose etherise. We have offered the 
umbrella under which a Jordanian 
delegation would work alongside the 
Palestinian delegation; they dealing 
with the Palestinian- Israeli dimension 
and we working with them on affairs 
that affect Jordan, obviously separ- 
ately; in regard to Jordan and Pales- 
tine and the whole region when we 
look at water aad problems that exist 
there. Thirdly within the context of 
the regional dimension which is also 
opening up and which I think is an 
important development because of 
the (Mrticip&tion of countries not im- 
mediately concerned — the GCC and 
others. 

Qj Has a decision been taken by 
Jordan oa whether it will participate 
if the Palestinians don’t? 

A: I have a feeling that the Palesti- 
nians must go and the Palestinians 
wffl gp and l believe that these is a lot 
of soul searching. Let us speak very 
dearly. 1 can’t see any leadership in 
these extremely difficult and critical 
times when people are affected and 
people are suffering. We have seen, 
God knows, here and enough from 
the developments in the region and in 


the occupied territories, that people 
’can procrastinate or hang on to old 
cliches and taboos when there is 
really such a problem of such a 
magnitude that needs to be addres- 
sed. So I hope there won’t be such 
problem and things will move. 

Q: What advice would you give the 
PLO chairman when he visits Jordan? 

A: Well he is expected. Always he 
has bqen welcome to come to Jordan 
whenever he chose but 1 believe that 
mattera are moving so rapidly that 
there is obviously need for such a visit 
or contacts to be more intense in the 
time ahead. 1 won’t presume to give 
anyone advice. We are offering the 
opportunity of an umbrella if they 
choose, and I mean the Palestinian 
people within the Palestinian context, 
who decide what they wish for a 
delegation to join us under that 
umbrella. 

Q: What would result from snrfr 
communications? 

As May be the clarifications of 
, many unclear areas. Much has hap- 
pened already but there are still some 
areas that need to be clarified. Coor- 
dination on the Arab side has not 
been as good as it could have been 
but we are working on that as well. 

Qz Docs Your Majesty have any 
firm plans to visit Egypt or Syria? 

A: Possibly Syria in the next few 
days if an opportunity arises. I have 
no plans at the moment to visit Egypt, 
but [ have sought to open the way 
regardless of any personal fee hugs 
that ought have had as a result of the 
trauma ail of us passed through over 
the past year to suggest that it is time 
and h is needed for our people at least 
to coordinate and compare notes and 
work together for the attainment of a 
just and honourable peace the fajfil- 
cneat of a Ufe-long dream not for in 
but for generations to come of peace 
and security in this entire region. 

I have been in touch with the 
Syrian leadership throughout the 
many years that have passed. It is not 
new. I visited Syria during the period 
that has passed, i hope that Ptesident 


Assad will come to visit us in (he near 
future but this time it is my turn again 
to visit. I have had contact with him 
today. 

Q; Did Assad issue an invitation to ’ 
you today? 

A: He always does and I always do 
and I hope that it will materialise in 
the next few days. We are always very 
frank and very open and we have 
known each other for many many 
years and regardless of whether we 
agree or disagree wc kepi in touch. 
Syria took a similar position on the 
process aad on the conference for 
peace m this regin. Some people 
thought that maybe Syria would be 
negative and I continued to say that 1 
believe that was not the case, espe- 
cially after a visit 1 made during that 
period and discussions I had with 
President Assad. 1 am very happy to 
see that the rest of developments 
have taken place. 

Q: How will Jordan cope with the 
its immediate problems i.c. the influx 
of Palestinian* from the Gulf? 

As With God’s help and the will of 
the people of Jordan and our deter- 
mination to keep our heads high and 
act as human beings and as civilised 
people. After all they are our people 
and they are coming back, many of 
them hoping to transit to the occupied 
territories and are doing so. Many are 
facing a real problem because they 
have the right to return to Gaza but 
are not permitted to go through 
Egypt. So if we can secure somehow a 
transit opportunity for (hem to get 
back borne through Jordan we will 
look at that again and see what we 
could do. Many arc coming by air. 

’Now conditions are terrible in 
terms of the long nightmare they have 
endured in terms of their conditions, 
in terms of what they are coming out 
with, the suffering in terms of the 
physical signs of inhuman treatment 
they were subjected to. Some arc 
apparently on the Iraq- Kuwait, border 
where (hey have been thrown out, 
and we have sent a team down there 
to see who they are and bring them 


back home as rapidly as we can. The 
number has exceeded 270,000 so far 
and add to that the fact that we have 
many Iraqis in Jordan who are also in 
very difficult conditions, seeking 
medical help, seeking a change, seek- 
ing an opportunity for life ... We 
came out of the first economic crisis a 
couple of years ago which affected all 
of us due u> the fact that Arab states 
were not able to fulfill their commit- 
ment to this country which is a reflec- 
tion of what has happened on the 
Palestinian level and has been done 
again. This is the third wave of people 
moving to Jordan. We used to receive 
them from the Gulf during the good 
times and we will receive them as well 
to the best of our ability this time and 
cope with them and with their prob- 
lems and share with them everything 
that we can share with them. 

And it is delightful to see those who 
arrive and the sudden smile despite . 
their haggered faces and in many 
cases they haven’t seen the sun for 
months and months. Some of them 
are coming back having lived there 
and having contributed and helped 
built what ever existed there and 
whatever exists there. Some of them 
are third generation and some of 
them are and have been there for 
three generations but they are coming 
home and they are welcome. 

In answer to a question over His 
Majesty’s meeting with the foreign 
am b ass ad ors last week (be King said; 

We need help. We will do whatever 
we can but I don’t think the world 
realises what is still continuing to 
bappen in this region and it basically 
stems from lack of respect for human 
rights and 1 am advocating in the 
future a real serious effort to concen- 
trate on this dimension: To have a 
charter for human rights in this entire 
region. But more than that we need 
help physically. We simply cannot 
continue to take aO strains from every 
direction with very limited resources 
available. I think we are doing a 
wonderful jab, but it is impossible for 
this to continue without their help but 



Mideast parley could be a chess game for players 


By P.V. Vivekauaad 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

.AMMAN — The Americans 
want to show , the .world that 
they are Serious about peace in 
■the Middle East in the post- 
Gulf war era. Israel, for its 
part, hopes to gam tune. And 
foe Arabs win pay the price for 
what those two countries want 
to-do if the Arab World con- 
tinues to remain in a state of 
disunity. : Hus is the expert 
opinion of veteran Egyptian 
journalist. Philippe Gellab 
who is currently visiting Jordan 
to look at and assess how’for 
tfte UJS.-led peace process has' 
reached. ! “. 

. • : : pi . ’ ■ 

“The Arab World has never 
-been so bewildered; weak and 
' disoriented in its history as it is 
today," asserted Mr. Gellab. 
chief editor of Cairo's Al Ahafi 
daily, organ of the opposition 
Progressive Nationalist Union- 
ist Party. “Instead of going to 
- negotiations with Israel from a 
position of strength, the Arabs 
have only disunity and dis- 
memberment to show as their 
assets now," he maintained. 

' According to Mr. "Gellab, 
“the ,Awbs will get nowhere 
through the peace conference 
planned by the U.S.'' if only 
: ."because foe entire approach to 
; the issues at stake is wrong. 

“After invokfog mternation- 
ai legitimacy and United Na- 
resolution* to justify their 
war against Iraq, and rejecting 
foeKuwait-Palestine linkage, 
the U.S. is now trying to show 
the world that it was serious 
when it said (daring the Gulf 


crisis) that the issue of Pales- 
tine would be taken up after 
punishing the 'aggressor' in the 
Gulf,” Mr. Gellab told the 
Jordan Times in an interview. 
“They want to show they have 
no double standards and are 
taking an even-handed 
approach to all issues.” 
“Instead of applying the 
same principles and approach 
to Israel as they did in the case 
of Iraq, the Americans are now 
talking about ‘confidence- 
building 1 measures among the 
■ Arabs and Israel," he said. 
“There is the Security Council 
4and there are the relevant re- 
’ ■ solutions which are very dear 
on the Arab-Israeli conflict 
and the Palestinian problem. 
Why can't they seek to enforce 
the resolutions without having 
to appease Israel?” he asked. 

“As usual, Israel is stalling 
for rime.” said Mr. Gellab, 
who is also a columnist for 
Rose AI Yousef, one of the 
oldest Egyptian magazines. 

Mr. Gellab, who had work- 
ed for other Egyptian news- 
papers such as Al Akhbar, Al 
Joumhouriyeh and Al Messa 
before he assumed the edi- 
torship of the outspoken Al 
Abali two years ago, noted 
that his Progressive Nationalist 
Unionist Party — which now 
has five seats in the Egyptian 
parliament — fiercely opposed 
die Camp David agreements 
since they did not offer an 
all-embracing solution to the 
entire Arab-Israeli conflict. 

Mr. Gellab maintained that 
“Israel’s obstinate attitude will 
undermine aJi serious negotia- 


tions at the proposed peace 
conference." He expects “re- 
peated adjournments of nego- 
tiating sessions leading to a 
prolonged process, which will 
give Israel the time it needs to 
farther consolidate its posi- 
tion." 

“It will become a vicious 
chile taking us nowhere.” he 
said. 

Even if the negotiations produce 
substance, “what are the Arabs 
going to get out of it? Even less 
than what was envisaged in The 
Camp David agreements?’’ 

However, Mr. Gellab said, “it is 
very unlikely that the negotiation* 
would lead to separate agree- 
ments” between Israel and its 


neighbours without properly’ 
addressing the Palestinian prob- 
lem. “There is no doubt that the 
central issue, for ail Arabs con- 
cerned, is the Palestinian problem, 
and I do not see a situation where 
any of the Arab parties involved 
would drop the Palestinian cause 
and go ahead with separate peace 
accords with Israel. ’’ 

Egypt’s “declared role" in the 
Middle East peace process, he 
said, is that of a ‘ co-sponsor” of 
negotiations. In any event. “1 can- 
not see Egypt, at any level, aban- 
. dotting its basic commitment to the 
Palestinian cause,” he added. 

For any peace talks to succeed to 
the point where Arab rights are 
secured, “there has io be a unified 
and coordinated Arab stand based 
on a position of strength." he said. 
“And that is missing today in the 
Arab World." 

■’Isn’t it ironic that the Arab 
states have everything individually 
and nothing collectively?" he 
asked. 

The first step towards joint Arab 
action, Mr. Gellab asserted, is 
settling the differences caused by 


the Gulf crisis and’ “reintegrating 
Iraq into mainstream Arab poli- 
tics.” 

"Iraq is an integral part of the 
Arab World, and it is ridiculous Cor 
anyone to try to isolate Iraq from 
the Arab scene." he said. “We 
cannot punish the Iraqi people for 
the actions of their regime.” He 
urged the Arab countries to 
“urgently seek to end the sanctions 
on Iraq.” 

“Simultaneously, there have to be 
immediate moves towards reestab- 
lishing contacts on the popular 
level as well as official level with 
Iraq.” he said. “These have to be 
done within a framework of Arab 
political and economic integration 
— an objective which has eluded 
the Arab World for decades." 

Mr. Gellab. who delivered a 
lecture entitled “The Arabs after 
the Gulf Catastrophe'' at the Sho- 
man Foundation Monday evening, 
said Egypt's image was ''totally 
damaged” since "what (Cairo) did 
was to legitimise America’s illegal 
actions against Iraq." 

According to Mr. Gellab, the 
financial gains (hat Egypt secured 
for its loading anti-Iraq role do not 
cover the actual losses of the coun- 
try resulting from the Gulf crisis. 

"Two million Egyptians lost 
their jobs, exports suffered badly 
and expatriate remittances 
shrunk." he said. “Tourism came 
to a standstill. The overall loss of 
(he country was much more than 
what Egypt got in terms of direct 
financial assistance from the Gulf 
states and Europe.” 

Mr. Gellab ridiculed the partial 
debt write-off that Europe has 
offered to Egypt. “They will cancel 
15 per cent in the first year, and 
anefther 15 per cent after assessing 
the (performance) of the economy 
in one year, and another 20 per 
cent after further study.” he 
pointed out. 

“It is a four-year process, and if 


you put it together the net value of 
the write-off is not much.” he said, 
describing creditors' behaviour to- 
wards Egypt as “similar to that of 
the mafia.” 

Egypt has “paid much more in 
interest" on the $7 .5 billion milit- 
ary debts that were written off by 
the U.S.. accordingto Mr. Gellab. 
He said Egyptian-Israeli relations 
were never cordial despite the 
Camp David agreement and that 
he expected the situation to con- 
tinue although Israeli Foreign 
Minister David Levy visited Egypt 
last month. 

"Egypt's attitude towards Israel 
will improve only if there is ’real 
peace' in the Middle East with a 
proper solution to the Palestinian 
problem. This is the position of not 
Only the government but also the 
people.” 

Directly referring to the fierce 
anti-Jordanian campaign in some 
of the Egyptian media during the 
Gulf crisis. Mr. Gellab described 
as “most unfortunate the trend in 
the Arab information media to 
launch personal attacks, to lack in 
objectivity and to practise abrupt 
shifts in positions and opinions." 

According to Mr. Gellab. whose 
newspaper has a daily circulation 
of 1 10.000 copies and a readership 
dose to half a million, “the major- 
ity of the Egyptian people re- 
spected Jordan's position vis-a-vis 
the Gulf crisis.” 

In fact, most Egyptians “shared 
the same views and positions as 
those adopted by Jordan during 
the crisis,” he said. “AI Ahali 
sought to project these views an 
propagate the concept of Arab 
unity and solidarity during the cri- 
sis." 

Although formal Egyptian- 
Jordanian relations are “cool” in 
(he post-war era. he said, "there is 
a more mature and moderate" 
approach in the Egyptian media 
towards Jordan. 


more so the moral weight of the world 
is needed because after all is this what 
the world stood for? We were with 
the world against the occupation of 
Kuwait and its annexation. We were 
with the world for a peaceful solution 
and the reversal of the process which 
began on Aug. 2 last year and we 
were with the world with regard to all 
Security Council resolutions and re- 
spect for them. 

Yet we have suffered. 1 believe, for 
standing for our principles and our 
ideals and fra- peace, against human 
suffering, against damage to our en- 
vironment and the world over, 
against all the losses that occurred. 
This is in the past but this country and 
this people should not continue to 
suffer. I do not think that anyone 
would be proud to say that that was 
what he stood fra. 

My appeal was to our friends of the 
world to take another look and the 
hope that the media which focused its 
attention ou what was happening 
. throughout the year should not forget 
to Steep an eye on what is happening 1 
as well. 

QrAre you worried tint it will . 
affect Gulf states' relations with Jor- 
dan? 1 

A: I am talking about a humanita- 
rian problem of such a magnitude and 
of such dimensions that needs to be 
addressed. I am shocked and 1 am 
angry and I am anxious. And we're 
talking about a people trim began 
returning home since Iraqis began 
their invasion and this continues to 
this day. 

A: 1 remember we used to get 
rightfully upset whenever Israel had 
expelled Palestinians from their 
homes and their land.. .and (now) to 
see Palestinians and Jordanians being 
. treated in this way 1 They helped 1 
build everything that is there and 
gave such service and parts of their 
lives and tbeir efforts is really a sad 
chapter in the history of this region. 

Qz Does Your Majesty regret your 
stand during the Gulf crisis? 

A: I believe we produced a white 
paper recently which has only the 
bare outline of what happened be- 
cause we learned from our history in 


the forties, early forties, in the fifties. 
I think do country did for Palestine or 
fra Palestinian bre t hren more than 
Jordan did with its limited resources 
in terms of its leadership and people. 
Yci by choosing to remain silent we 
suffered as a result of the inade- 
quacies and inability of others to do 
equally as wed or to do anything. 
Well, we fell for the sake of history 
we have bad to put the record straight 
but even when the hint was that 
Jordan was producing a white paper 
with these outlines of these events 
and what oar position w» people 
began to worry and complain. Well, it 
is out now and I think that the truth 
wiQ come out that we were not ever 
conspirators a gainst any other Arab 
state. We were for a stable area and 
fra a stable region and we certainly 
did not know of Iraq's intention to 
use its military when it did or for that 
matter to use it at all because it has 


always called for resolving the prob- 
lems peacefully amongst Arab states 
and was very dear in its position 
against the use of force by any Arab 
state against another. 

I think the crisis developed and 
developed and none of us would be 
able to claim that we know all the 
facts and in the position I was in as 
the bead of the Arab Cooperation 
Courted for that year, second year of 
its hfc, it included Egypt, Yemen, 
Jordan and Iraq. There are ties to 
Iraq and Kuwait and the Gulf. I had 
to act and I believe till this day that 
there might have been a possibility of 
dealing with this problem within Arab 
context and reversing events peace- 
fully. 

Had I joined those who condemned 
and spoke openly, although that was 
very dear in our statements, we 
would have lost our chance to {day a 
role if we were permitted to play it. 


Perez de Cuellar ‘very hopeful’ 


(Continent! from page 1) 

therefore he understands in refus- 
al to release the detainees." 

Israel's chief hostage nego- 
tiator said Friday that efforts by 
Mr. Perez de Cuellar to arrange a 
prisoner swap were “beginning to 
bear fruit." 

Uri Lubrani, the defence 
ministry’s adviser of Lebanon, 
was reacting to the report that the 
U.N. head expected progress 
within a few weeks. 

‘Tm glad to hear it," Mr. 
Lubrani told the Associated 
Press. “It is something which just 
proves that the move of the 
secretary-general is beginning to 
bear fruit." 

Mr. Lubrani did not elaborate 
bat said he was waiting to hear 
from the U.N. chief on foe results 
of his mission. Mr. Lubrani said 
be did not receive new informa- 


tion on the Israelis missing in 
Lebanon during his meeting with 
Mr. Perez de Cuellar in Geneva 
Wednesday. 

In an earlier Israel Radio inter- 
view Friday, Mr. Lnbrani reiter- 
ated that Israel is ready to make 
“gestures" in exchange for in- 
formation on the seven missing 
Israelis. 

Mr. Lubrani’s remarks lent 
more credibility to reports that 
Israel is willing to free some Arab 
■detainees in exchange for in- 
formation, even before Israeli 
soldiers are released. 

Asked specifically about a 
detainees-for-information swap, 
Mr. Lubrani responded: “We 
said that after we receive this 
information, Israel wQI do every- 
thing it can... among other 
things, it will also be ready to 
make gestures." 


Nightly.. At t 



For inquiries and reservations 
Please call tel: 81 5071 


Ip) 


oa. S sa, *3* 5*** m won wgo* frV'tafe & 

£1 Jfc M. 


% C-.££ 


XHE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
> jitHE REUABLE 


PACKBUG, AIR FREIGHT 
FORWARDING, DOOR-tp 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES . CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE , TICKETS 
AND . RESERVATIONS. 




^^Amman ’s 

Ar exclusive gift shop'll 

/ Italian shoes. \ 
leather goods, 
perfumes.lighters, 
watches, pens, 
silverware, 
porcelain, 
crystalware etc. 


Hf.SuijiUtlifcUrll 


Professional Quality in 
I Hour Servicfe 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

* JUMBO photo 
ste 30% lawgmr 

0 Froo oalargo- 
mmot 20 * 30 am 


LOOKING 
FOR A PLACE 
TO RENT IN 
WEST AMMAN 

CALLSOHA 

AT 


Sbmetfani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: *23891 



Saadi Real Estate 
687821/22 


CROWN 


EVTL EST. § 

Packing, shipping, g 
forwarding, storage. " 
clearing, door-to-door “ 
service 

Air. Sea and Land 


Agents ah ouqt the worid 

Tel: 664090 
Fax: 690852 
.O.Box 926467 Am 


MOVING ? 

Let Aramex Air Cargc 
take cane of the works 

Door to Poor. 

Call the friendly 
professionals on 
660507 or 660508 

ARAMEX~ 


-or the first ..time ‘in Jordan 





























Puerto Rico beats U.S 
in Pan Am basketball 


HAVANA (AP) — The U.S. 
men's amateur basketball team is 
a loser again, and this time 
there’s no tomorrow. 

The Americans lost 73-68 to 
" verto Rico in semifinals of the 
i an American Games tourna- 
ment Thursday night, extending 
their string of losses in major 
international tournaments to five. 

The next time the team goes to 
battle in the 1992 Olympics in 
Barcelona, Spain, though, the 
gun will be fully loaded. No more 
19-year-old college players, no 
more pink cheeks and bony 
elbows, no more baggy trunks 
and pimples. 

Next rime, the team will have 
NBA players with mature beards, 
brawny shoulders and jump shots 
that miss only with the hand of 
another NBA player raised in 
opposition. 

“When they bring in the NBA. 
everybody will be fighting for 
second place on down. It’ll be no 
contest once these guys start play- 
ing," Puerto Rico coach Ray 
Dalmau said. 

Dalmau’s team had eight for- 
mer U.S. college players on the 
roster, three of whom now play 
professionally in Spain and two of 
whom used to play in the NBA. 
And he recognised this as his last, 
best chance to beat the United 
States. 

That realisation does not dawn 
altogether happily upon the 
members of this U.S. team. Gold 
was their aim, and they missed. 
Now, they have to play Cuba for 
a bronze medal Saturday. Mexico 
beat Cuba 93-87 in the other 
semifinal and will meet Puerto 
Rico for the gold. 

“People back home are just 
going to say, let's get Jordan and 
Johnson out there and a bunch of 
30-year-old guys, and let’s beat 
up somebody,"’ said Christian. 
Laettner. “That's fine with me if 
that’s what they want, but I don’t 
think that's what this is all ab- 
out.” 

With just three days left in the 
games, the United States held a 
commanding lead of 307-234 over 
Cuba in total medals but still 
trailed in golds 118-115. 

America's baseball team was 
expected to return to action Fri- 
day afternoon with a shot at 


adding to the medal count. But 
first it will have to do what the 
basketball team couldn’t — beat 
Puerto Rico. Cuba plays the 
Dominican Republic in the other 
semifinal. 

“We’re ready to get this thing 
going and get it over with and 
hopefully come back with a nice 
medal,” U.S. coach Ron Polk 
said. 

The U.S. team beat Puerto 
Rico 10-3 last Saturday, but the 
Puerto Ricans have won three in 
a row since. 

The United States had only 
four of it 12 fighters alive in the 
boxing tournament after two 
fights Thursday night. Kenny Fri- 
day, at 29 the oldest man on the 
U.S. team, fought his way into a 
gold-medal match Sunday by 
bearing Amulfo Castillo of Mex- 
ico in the 125-pound (57- 
kilogramme) division. The other 
American, Michael Demoss, lost 
a decision to Chris Johnson of 
Canada in the 165-pound (75- 
kilogramme) division), 

Friday will meet Arnaldo Mesa 
of Cuba in Sunday's finals. 

“He's got a good job, but it 
doesn't seem like he punches very 
hard,” Friday said. “So we’re 
going to see if we can work inside 
on him." 

While the United States was 
looking to add to its medal count, 
Peru had one taken away. Pedro 
Garcia, a silver medal-winning 
shooter, Thursday was named as 
the third athlete of the games 
disqualified for taking banned 
substancs. 

Garcia's tests showed traces of 
the drug propranolol, a medica- 
tion that slows the heartbeat and 
could help a shooter improve his 
aim. 

Not since the 1986 World 
Championships has a U.S. bas- 
ketball team come away with a 
gold medal in major international 
event. Since that time, the Amer- 
icans have come up short in the 
1987 Pan American Games, the 
1980 Olympics, and the 1990 
Goodwill Games and World 
Championships. 

Experience, size and the abs- 
ence of U.S swingman Jim Jack- 
son, who had been averaging 18 
points, were the determining fac- 
tors for the Puerto Ricans on 


Thursday night. 

A bone scan Tuesday revealed 
that Jackson had a hairline frac- 
ture in his left foot, and doctors 
decided Wednesday to immobil- 
ise the foot in a cast. Jackson said 
be sustained the fracture as long 
ago as April in tryouts for the 
team. 

“Jimmy was averaging 18 
points, so it was a factor, but who 
knows how much,” U.S. coach 
Gene Keady said. 

The U.S. team led 37-29 at 
h aid me and took a 10-point lead 
on a jumper by Anthony Bennett 
with 17:47 left in the second half. 
It was then that things started to 
unravel. 

Trailing 49-41, Puerto Rico 
went on a 9-2 run to trail 51-50 
with 10:06 left. Centre Jose Ortiz, 
who played briefly with Utah of 
the NBA, started the run with a 
three-point play. Puerto - Rico 
took its first lead of the second 
57-55, on a 3-pointer by Edwin 
PelJot and put away the Amer- 
icans by holding them scoreless 
for a four-minute stretch that 
ended with 48 seconds to play and 
Puerto Rico leading 71-64. 

“In the second half, their big 
guys had the edge, and that hurt 
us," U.S. coach Gene Keady 
said. “We had the opportunity 
and didn’t use it. We got beat. 
Puerto Rico is a little more used 
to international play. I hoped that 
wouldn’t hurt us m the second 
half, but it did.” 

For his players, and their type, 
Keady said it was a sad day 
because now the NBA players 
take over, and when they do, “it 
won't be any contest." 

In boxing, eight Cubans 
already have made the finals, 
with three more fighting Friday 
night. No more U.S. boxers fight 
until the finals. 

Patrice Brooks already boxed 
his way into the 132-pound finals, 
while two other U.S. fighters got 
in through the backdoor. 

Heavyweight Shannon Briggs 
drew a bye into the heavyweight 
finals, where he’ll meet Felix 
Savon of Cuba, and Steve John- 
son earned a spot at 139 pounds 
(63 kilogrammes) when his semi- 
final opponent, Luis Basiiva of 
Brazil, broke his finger. 


Becker wins, Agassi upset at 
U.S. Hardcourt Championship 


INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — Fab- 
rice Santoro, seeded 14th and 
playing his second three-set 
match in less than four hours, 
upset an ailing Andre Agassi 2-6, * 
7-5, 6-2 in the third round of the 
U.S. Men’s Hardcourts Cham- 
pionship. 

Top-reeded Boris Becker beat 
16tb-seeded Christian Bergstrom 
6-2, 6-2 in just over an hour to set 
op a quarterfinal Friday against 
so. 9 Jakob Hlasek of Switzer- 
land. 

Becker, ranked no. 1 in the 
world and winner here twice in 
the last three years, opened both 
sets with service breaks. 

“I had a good fed for my serve 
right away. He never really got 
in the match,” said Becker, who 
connected on 94 per cent of his 


first serves to Bergstrom’s 54 per 
cent. 

Bergstrom lost to Becker in 
four sets at Wimbledon. The 
Swede had the fim-serve percen- 
tage in the Indianapolis tourna- 
ment before his loss. 

“I knew how well he can play," 
Becker said. “That start was ex- 
tremely important." 

The German won two games 
with aces in the 32-minute first set 
as both players slugged it out 
from the baseline. 

Meanwhile, No. 3 Agassi, the 
sixth-ranked player in the world, 
never found his power game 
against his 18-year-old opponent. 

Agassi immediately left the In- 
dianapolis Sports Centre after 
Santoro’s backhand winner en- 
ded the 1 hour, 48 minute match. 


ATP Tour spokesman George 
Rubens tein said Agassi went to 
his hotel for treatment after he 
tried to vomit before match 
point. 

Agassi’s coach Nick Bollettieri 
said in a statement that Agassi 
felt nauseous leading 5-2 in the 
first ret. 

“Andre lost the strength in his 
legs, and he just wasn’t able to 
react,” Bollettieri said. “He 
wasn't able to concentrate.” 

Agassi felt sick on court last 
week at the ATP Championships, 
losing to Brad Gilbert in the third 
round. 

“When it happens twice, you 
have to be concerned,” Bollet- 
tieri said. “He’s going to go back 
home and get himself checked 
out.” 


Jordan hopes for good results at 
Olympic basketball preliminaries 
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By Ahmad Tsnwfl 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Despite the two 
recent upsets of tire Jordanian 
national against the Iraqis, 
the Jordanian Basketball Federa- 
tion (JBF) was optimistic that it 
would get remarkable results in 
the Olympic Asian preliminaries 
to be held in Japan on Aug. 27. 

Isa Ammaryf, the JBF secretary 
general, told die Jordan Times, 
that the Jordanian Team, doe to 
{day in Group B, also including 
South Korea, Saudi Arabia, Sing- 
apore and Sri Lanka, is capable 
of qualifying to the second round of 
the preliminaries and can even 
reach the quarterfinals provided 
that they overpower Saudi Ara- 


bia, Singapore and Sri Lanka. 

The only obstacle will be the 
South Korean team, who beat the 
Jordanian team 98-94 in the 1986 
Asian Gaines held in Seoul. 

Mr. Amnuury said that the 
Jordanian team has to play a series 
of warm up matches before leav- 
ing for Japan. “Nevertheless, 
they can qualify for die second 
round if they rank second in 
Group B.” 

If the Jordanian team finishes 
second, it is expected to meet 
North Korea and China on Aug. 
28 and 29, if these teams qualify 
for the second round. 

If Jordan tops Group B, it is 
expected to play the same teams 
but will enjoy more of a break 
between games. 


Mr. Ammary said that Japan 
and China will be the favourite 
trams in the preliminaries be- 
cause of their talent and poten- 
tial. He said most predictions 
centred on China and the Philip* 
pines to qualify from Group A, 
Korea and Jordan from Group B, 
North Korea and Taiwan from 
Group C and Japan and Iran 
from Group D. 

He said the JBF has rent the 
final hst of the national team to 
the Asian federation. _ 

The team is composed of 
Murad Barakat, Hilal Baraka t, 
Nasir Bushnaq, Samir Murqus, 
Yousef Zagloui, Marwan Ma’tuq, 
Jihad Sliba, Walid Badran, 
Ramiz Hamooda, Marwan A1 
Saidi and Abdul Latif Abu Oura. 


Seles, Sabatini advance in Los Angeles 


MANHATTAN BEACH, Cali- 
fornia (AP) — Monica Seles and 
Gabriels Sabatini continued to- 
ward an anticipated showdown, 
each decisively winning third- 
round matches in the Virginia 
Slims of Los Angeles women’s 
tournament. 

Seles, the top seed who is 
ranked No. 1 in the world, overp- 
owered Amanda Coetzer of 
South Africa 6-4, 6-1. Sabatini, 
fire No. 2 seed from Argentina 
who begins defence of ber U.S. 
Open championship later this 
month, breezed past Debbie Gra- 
ham 6-3, 6-1. 


Edberg, 
Lendl 
toppled 
at Volvo 

NEW HAVEN, Connecticut (R) 
— Stefan Edberg and Ivan Lendl 
were toppled Thursday as giant 
killers Richard Krajicek and 
Marc Rosset took their places in 
the quarterfinals of the $1 million 
Volvo International. 

Krajicek of the Netherlands 
overcame fire top-seeded Edberg 
4-6 6-3 6-3, while Rosset, a big- 
serving Swiss who was 11-22 in 
matches this year, ousted second 
seed Lendl 64 6-4. 

“I wasn’t very sharp tonight,” 
Edberg said. “I missed a lot of 
volleys that I normally don’t 
miss.” 

Lendl, who is struggling to 1 
come back from hand surgery last 
spring, said his game was still 
dragging and he was not as ready 
as be should be with the U.S. 
Open two weeks away. 

“Tm hitting well in practice," 
Lendl said. “But no matter bow 
hard you practice, you still need 
matches with the crowd there and 
fire umpire in the chair. I have the 
strokes at the moment, I just 
need to play more matches.” 

Krajicek and Rosset had one 
thing in common, besides facing 
flat, superstar opponents. 

They both belted the ball with 
gusto from file service line to 
dominate play. 

The 19-year-old Krajicek kept 
the Swede skipping around the 
court with his cannon serve. 


Arantxa Sanchez Vicario, the 
tourney's No. 3 seed, bad little 
trouble beating PascaJe Paradis- 
Mangon of France 6-1. 6-3. San- 
chez Vicario lost only one point 
on her serve in the first ret and 
had her serve broken only once, 
that in the second ret. 

She will meet sixth-reeded 
Helena Sukova Friday. 

“ItTl be the first time I play 
Helena,” Sanchez Vicario said. 
“We are doubles p ar tners this 
week and I know she will come 
into the net.” 

Sukova, of Czechoslovakia, 
rallied for a 6-7 (7-4), 6-2, 6-2 


victory over llth-seeded Mary 
Pierce of France. 

In other third-round action, 
Mercedes Paz of Argentina beat 
seventh-seeded Amy Frazier 3-6, 
7-6 (8-6), 61; eighth-seeded Lori 
McNeil eliminated 15tfa-seeded 
Catarina Lindqvist of Sweden 6-7 
(7-5), 60, 6-1; Kimiko Date of 
Japan beat lOth-seeded Yayuk 
Basoki of Indonesia 6-2, 6-2, and 
Jo Durie of Britain - defeated 
Gretchen Magers 6-3, 6-4. 

In the quarterfinals at the Man- 
hattan Country Club, Seles meets 
Paz, Sabatini faces McNeil and 
Date faces Durie. 


Germans set cycling record 


STUTTGART, Germany (AP) 
— Germany’s 4,000-metre 
amateur pursuit team set a world 
record at' the World Cycling 
Championships Friday amid re- 
ports of two Australian medallists 
testing positive for drugs. 

Michael Gloeckner, Jens 
Lehmann, Stefan Steinweg and 
Andreas Walzer finis hed in four 
minutes, 8.06 seconds in the qual- 
ifications. lowering the mark by 
2.817 seconds set by the Soviet 
Union in 1989. 

Lehmann beat Gloeckner in 
the individual pursuit event on 
Wednesday. 

Australia finished with the 
second best time in 4:1147 fol- 
lowed by Denmark (4:13.56), and 
the Soviet Union (4:13.62). 

France, Czechoslovakia, New • 
Zealand and the Netherlands, 
also qualified for the quarterfin- 
als. 

Meanwhile, reports circulated 
of two positive tests involving two 
professional medallists from the 
same country although no official 
announcement has been made. 

However, a cycling official said 
that Australian Stephen Pate, a 
bronze medallist in the profes- 
sional sprint event, failed his ini- 
tial test. 

Werner Goehner, a vice presi- 
dent of the International Cycling 
Union (UCI), said Friday that 
Pate test positive after taking 
third in Wednesday's final which 
was won by another Australian, 
Carey Hall. 

Goehner had no comment on 
Hall. 

Hall bear France's Frederick 
Colas for the gold medal while 
Pate gained the bronze over Ita- 
ly’s Claudio Golinelli for third. 


A second positive test is re- 
quired before any communique 
would be issued, officials said. 

Goehner said that in the case of 
a first offense, a cyclist would be 
disqualified from the event and 
given a three-month suspended 
ban from racing along with a fine. 

Later Friday, organisers 
announced that Pate was with- 
drawn from the professional 
Keirin event which was to start 
Saturday. Hall was not entered. 

On Thursday, Ingrid Haringa, 
a Dutch police officer competing 
in her in ber first World Cycling 
Championships, decisively won 
both her semifinal and final heats 
to earn the gold medal in the 
sprint Thursday. 

The German men, meanwhile, 
continued their domination of the 
track events, scoring another Vi 
finish as Jens Fielder beat defend- 
ing champion Bill Huck for the 
gold in the amateur sprint. 

Haringa, better known as an 
Olympic speed skater, beat Anet- 
te Neumann of Germany, who 
earned the silver, while Connie 
Paraskevin-Youag of the United 
States, a four-time champion and 
defending champion, settled for 
the bronze. 

Haringa outsprinted Felicia 
Ballanger of France in the semi-' 
finals mid then edged Paraskevin- 
Yonng in the final, winning the 
second beat in a photo finish. 

In the final, Haringa rode 
smartly in both heats and won 
both with a small but dear edge 
with times oF 11.91 and 12.08 
seconds. 

“It's difficult to find words to 
express what this victory means 
to me,” Haringa said. “My feel- 
ings are still too strong.” 


By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer. CarroH Ftighter Foundation 

ABiW; (March 21 to April 19) SCOBPfOs(Ck*obeE23»No®e»- 
This is your time toget at all those ber 21) Take heed that you ekmin- 

obligations that have been piling ate whatever lesponsibiliues have 
up whether they be insurance, become onerous to you and show 
taxes, tails or collections you have intimates you can keep then confi- 
ne, make. deuces given you. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Let 
those partners who mean so ranch 

to you realise right now you are tfee good 'wall of c y ttaa* 

nne with them and getting them to . 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Let 
those partners who mean so ranch 
to you realise right now you are 
wilting to make the deals and 
agreements that can improve your 
relationship. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) You 
have a great many project to do 
and not a moment should be lost 
but get right into enthusiastically 
putting all tasks behind you with- 
out delay. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Think out that plan that 
can make you more relaxed and 
yet pleased with the recreational 
interests which are a considerable 
part of your life. 

XJBOs (July 22 to August 21) You 
find you and your family have 
same vital plans you wish to pot 
into motion and this is the right day 
to do so after which you can take it 

easy- . 

. VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Your mind is sharp and acute 
and you see bow you can devedy 
put in motion some plan of action 
that will bring you the good will of 
'ostial allies. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) This is poor time to be sure to 
keep your mind occupi e d with 
material demands that are made cm 
you purse and avoid any heavy 
obligations. 


go along with what you have In 
i frind with less reluctance on their 
part. - •• 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20)' You now have-the 
chance to discuss at length with a 
very good friend who admires you 
very much just what can be done to 
make your desire come true. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febni- . 
ary 19) Get out and do that assign- 
ment that requires your own' spe- 
cial tedmique and let 'as many : 
executives know about dusproject : 
as you can. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March: 
20) This is your day to show your 
mind is really open to ati the- new 
' interesting things that are going on 
in the world of outside activities. 
Today’s etaH* If your child were 
born today she or he has afi kinds 
of mterest in gaining the good wST 
of others by attaching themselves 
to them but this is the wrong way 
to gain the independence that drey 
are seeking. Going ft ato ne wiff 
provide this progeny with the ex- 
perience they need to mature and 
succeed overall. 

‘Ub Stars impel, they (fo not 
compel. " What yon make of your 
tile is largely up to you. 


Your birth ‘stone = Health 


WhM hesouraw- Oafan & Ca «nc. 
Jmetofx- Gems 


. Amman- R« Dw Jensno 
Amman- Amra Hotel- Eth. circle 


THE BETTER HALF By Barnes 



“You go cJieod. I w 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
g ' by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, f She's got 
one ietterto each square, to form I my husband! 
four ordinary words. 1 


•./ * 



SOME PEOPLE WHO 
ATTENP CONVENTIONS 
RARELY 70 THIS. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


English League soccer 
season begins today 


Answer here: 


I (Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: HOUSE TRACT EYEFUL PHYSIC 
Answer He always accompanied his wife to the opera, 
whether he needed this or not— THE SLEEP 


LONDON (R) — Scotland Strik- 
er Gordan Durie forms an excit- 
ing partnership with England cap- 
tain Gaiy Lineker as Durie 
makes his Tottenham debut at 
Southampton: Saturday, the 
opening day of the English 
League soccer season. 

F.A. Cup holder Tottenham 
signed Durie from London neigh- 
bours Chelsea for £2.2 million 
(S3.67 million) this week and he 
looks certain to go straight into 
die team as Tottenham ditch ex- 


periments with a five-man mid- 
field. 

The ploy left Lineker isolated 
and outnumbered up front in last 
week's 0-0 charity draw with 
Arsenal. 

“When you have a top-quality 
goalscorer like Durie suddenly at 
your disposal you have got to 
adjustable,” said Tottenham 
coach Peter Sb reeves. 

“He’s an excellent player who 
gives me a number of new op- 
tions-” 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
a TANNAH H1RSCH 

01991 TnOuna Media Seraon. Inc 


WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.l— Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

4AQ96 TAJ83 1AK52 *6 

The bidding has proceeded: 

East South West North 

1 * Dbl Pass 1 * 

Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 

Q.2 — Neither vulnerable, as South 
vou hold: 

OAK 106 3 T75 vAQ98 *A6 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 
Pass Pass 1 # Pass 

2 * Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 

Q.3 — Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

4A10943 vK7 vK96 *AJ6 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 
1 4 Pass 3 v Pa aa 

7 

What do you bid now? 


Q.4 — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

4AQJ6 7G2 vAJ7 +Q1096 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

1 T Pass 1 4 Pass 

2 T Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 

Q.5 — Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

OA984 T763 ■-'952 *QJ6 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 
1 v Pass 1 * Pass 

3 !■ Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 

Q.6 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

93 TA762 vAK984 *AK6 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 
1 ■: Pass I * Pass 

? 

What do you bid now? 
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Financial Markat 


Index 

13/8/1991 Close 

TA/8/1991 Clove 

All-Share 

108.94 

109.15 

Banking Sector 

. 102.80 

103.01 

Insurance Sector 

110.71 

118.75 

Intauy Sector. 

115.28 

115.46 

Services Sector 

126.97 

127.38 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — - Following are the baying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 
on tbe London foreign exchange and bullion markets Friday. 1 


One' Suiting 1.6725/35 

One U.S. dollar i.1438/43 

1.7470/SO 

. - 1.9700/10 

1.5320/27 
36.01/05 
5.9400/50 
V 1309/1310 

136.80/90 
6. 3525/75 
6.8360/10 
6.7560/10 

One ounce of gold 357.25/357.75 


U.S. dollar 
Canadian dollar 
Deutscfaemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U.S. dollars 
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Blockade on Iraq hinders growth 

Jordanian industries slowly 
weather Gulf war fallout 


By P.V. Vivefeanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordanian indus- 
tries are slowly recovering 
from the fallout of the Gulf 
crisis, but, market analysts and 
businessmen say, as long as the 
international trade embargo on 
Iraq remains in place in its 
present form of enforcement 
the path towards recovery will 
be slow. 

While some sectors, includ- 
ing the potash and cement in- 
dustries, registered highly posi- 
tive results during die year, 
others, by and large, suffered 
badly during the last five 
months of 1990, following the 
Aug. 2 Iraqi invasion of 
Kuwait. 

Market analysts point that 
expansion projects under study 
or implementation by some of 
the Jordanian industries can- 
not be considered as part of the 
natural growth during or after 
the Gulf crisis since most of 
them have been planned years 
ago and suspended when the 
economy was hard hit by the 
Iraqi invasion of Kuwait. 

The phosphates sector — 
which depends heavily on the 
relative edge it enjoys in 
freight costs to Asian and Far 
Eastern countries over North 
African competitors — saw a 
decline of S65.8 million in net 
profits as a result of difficulties 
posed by tbe enforcement of 
the sanctions against Iraq. 

However, the Jordan Phos- 
phate Mines Company is press- 
ing ahead with plans to set up 
fertiliser plants in collabora- 
tion with Japanese and Indian 
firms. 

Wood industries — mostly 
furniture manufacturers — are 
expanding their businesses. 
This is attributed to the high 
cost of imported furniture and 


innovative ideas by local 
manufacturers. 

Industries planning expan- 
sion include the Arab Potash 
Company, the Jordan Paper 
and Cardboard Factories Com- 
pany, and the Jordan Glass 
Industries Company, but these 
proposals have been in the 
pipeline for several years and 
were frozen as the impact of 
the Gulf crisis took its toll on 
the Jordanian economy. 

Amman Chamber of Indus- 
try Director-General Moham- 
mad Halaika was recently 
quoted as saying that the good 
results registered by some 
Jordanian companies were 
mostly related to “their activi- 
ties prior to August 1990 and 
that they would have done 
much better bad the situation 
remained normal for the rest of 
the year. 

In general, according to Ali 
Dajani. senior advisor to the 
Chamber of Industry, the los- 
ses suffered by some industries 
by far outweigh the gains reg- 
istered by others. 

Dr. Dajani cited as an in- 
dicator the gradual drop in the 
industrial production index to 
1 21 points in February 1991 
from 209 points in August 
1990. 

However, he added, the sec- 
tor has reversed course as indi- 
cated by the rise in the index to 
148 points in April 1991. “The 
industrial sector is indeed re- 
viving and this is a good step.” 
he said. 

At the same time, as long as 
Jordanian industries have to 
suffer from the delays and ex- 
tra (transhipment and insur- 
ance) costs caused by the naval 
blockade at Aqaba, the recov- 
ery rate will be slow, Dr. Da- 
jani told the Jordan Times. 

“Industrial importers are 
paying high costs for getting 


Amman Financial Market 
weekly trading 


Following k a summary o( trading during last week and the previous 
week: 

Aog. 10-14 Aug. 3-7 


Dally average 
Total vebnne 
Total shares 
No. Of contracts 


Industrial 


JD 622,878 JD 782,980 
JD 2,491,510 JD 3,914,900 
1,486,610 2.449.139 

2,071 3,838 


Sectoral trading: 


Ftatendal 


Insurance 


JD 1,385,241 
(55.6%! 
JD 640,632 
<25.7%) 

<17 J%> 


JD 2.115,062 
(54.0%| 
JD 1,287,438 
(32.9%) 

( 12 . 0 %) 


Share price Index 
No. of companies 
Price movement (rise) 
fOedbej 
(Stable) 


WORLD STOCK MARKETS 


BOMBAY — The Bombay Stock Exchange share index hit an 
all-time high for tbe third time this week as the bullish market 
hired more investors. The BSE index peaked at 1,740.07 before 
dosing at 1,727.07, up 21.44 from Wednesday. 

FRANKFURT — Shares digested Thursday's Bundesbank in- 
terest rate rises calmly, ending almost unchanged. A higher rate 
than actually emerged bad already been factored into tbe market. 
The DAX closed down 0.96 of a point at 1,653.33. 

ZURICH — Shares dosed easier near the day's low after a 
gradual rise in short-term interest rates prompted profit-taking.. 
The SPI index ended down 4.8 at 1,123.7. 

LONDON — Shares finished the week at record highs but dealers 
said the market seemed to have lost its way, with no real 
momentum one way or another. The FTSE index set a new 
closing high of 2,621, up 3.8. 

NEW YORK — Stocks were steady at moderately lower levels in 
midday trading after a late-morning bout of programme selling 
knocked them for a loss. The Dow was down 14 at 2,984. 
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their raw material to Jordan,” 
he said. “The blockade is as 
tight as ever and importers 
come up with unexpected de- 
lays and high expenses,” be 
said. 

He cited s recent case in- 
volving hundreds of containers 
destined for Jordan. The ship 
was not allowed to dock at 
Aqaba by the enforcers of the 
embargo on grounds that the 
consignees’ addresses were not 
dear and they suspected that 
tbe cargo was bound for Iraq. 

As result, the containers 
were unloaded at another Red 
Sea port and now consignees 
are asked to pay between $600 
and $1,250 extra per container 
as extra charges. 

According to a shipping 
source, “such cases have been 
quite frequent, and this has 
adversely affected many indus- 
tries whose products cannot 
fetch any higher prices in the 
local market." in addition, 
many industries have also 
abandoned or frozen expan- 
sion plans, be noted. 

Dr. Dajani also noted that 
there is a rising number of 
industrial units which have de- 
faulted their loan repayment to 
banks and are now facing legal 
action. “Legal notices 
announcing the sale of real 
estate, machinery or other 
assets (of industrial units) are 
appearing in the newspaper 
daily as a result of the inability 
of the concerned firms or per- 
sons to meet their liabilities to 
banks,” he said. 

Bank credits to the industrial 
sector increased from JD 222 
million in January 1990 to 
JD 240 million in August 1990 
and remains 2 t the same level 
today, he said. 

Bankers say that importers 
were resorting to higher 
amounts of imports to build 
stocks, and thus the relatively 



Jordanian wood industries are expanding their 
business as a result of rising prices of imported 


furniture and their own innovative ideas (File 
photo). 


high level of loans taken from 
banks by industrial importers. 

“Importers have found that 
it is relatively cheaper and bet- 
ter in terms of avoiding delays 
in delivery to build stocks of 
raw material in Jordan,” said a 
prominent banker. 

Senior officials as well as 
analysts believe tbat the over- 
all Jordanian exports will be at 
the same level, if not higher 
than that of 1990 — JD 706 
million. 

Food and pharmaceutical in- 
dustries catering to the needs 
of the Iraqi market are doing 
well and their exports will rise 
considerably once Iraq is given 
access to its frozen funds 
abroad, businessmen point 
out. 

Pharmaceuticals axe also ex- 
pected to increase their volume 
of experts to other Arab mar- 
kets as well as some European 
countries, economists say. 

Nearly 75 new companies 
with a capital of over JD 9 
million have been registered in 


TO LET 

3-bedroom furnished ground-floor. Located in Jabal 
Amman between 4th and 5th Circles. With telephone, 
garage and garden. 

Pis. call 672552 


VILLA FOR E2ENT 

Consists of two storeys with a garden and a small pool; 
five bedrooms, maidroom, two terraces and two telephone 
lines. 

Location: A1 Jandawil. 

For Information call tel. 697666, 630709. 


FOR RENT 

New flat with new furniture and excellent location. Three 
bedrooms, two sitting rooms, dining room, kitchen and 
two balconies. Rent is for a maximum period of 10 months. 

Tel.: 606262. 682126 


FOR ALL TASTES 
VISIT 

RODEO JEANS 

Al Sweifiyyeh — ■ the first street to the 
right, Al Amer Commercial Centre . 
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The American Community School announces a new programme 
for 4 and 5 year olds for the 1991-92 school year. The new K-i 
and K-2 class will provide a developmental programme with 
appropriate learning activities for each age group. The emph- 
asis will be on presenting creative lessons designed to allow the 
pre-school and kindergarten age child to develop socially, 
physically, emotionally and academically in a positive environ- 
ment. 

Classes will be five days per week from 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. A 
reduced tuition and capital assessment rate will apply. Bus 
transportation is available for an additional fee. 

Please contact ACS (813944-6) for additional information. 


Why stay in a hotel room for 
months now, when you can 


RENT 

Disf r :Ct've V ; ' ! as - Apartments - Fiais 

A.S.A.P. 

F’j.Tns.nea or Unfurnished 
• o Ro y>j! West Amman 



real estate «*R” us 
Just call NIDAL 


Efficiency & Courtesy Combined 
with Quality & Affordability 


1991, but the impact of their 
contribution to the national 
industrial growth and exports 
cannot be assessed before the 
end of 1992. 

Economic experts beiieve 
that a sizeable amount of sav- 
ing brought in by expatriates 
returning from Kuwait and 
other Gulf states could find its 


way to the financial market, 
either in the form of portfolio 
investments or venture capital. 

“It is too early to judge what 
form these investments will 
take, but it is sure that a good 
part of these funds will be 
available in Jordan for those 
with creative ideas to tap,” 
said an economic expert. 


Hiescti promulgates 
privatisation law 

BUCHAREST (R) — Romanian of state businesss will be dutri- 
President Ion Iliescu prom- buted to the population through 
ulgated a privatisation law ThutSr vouchers which could be used to 
day seen as the cornerstone of buy shares, 
government reforms to end four The rest will be privatised by 
decades of communist-style eco- tbe government piecemeal 
nomy. through public auctions, direct 

Passed by parliament two sell-offt and joint ventures, 
weeks ago, the law has stirred Western analysts consider the 
controversy. Opposition groups law one of the most ambitious 
have accused the ruling National privatisation projects among east 
Salvation Front (NSF) of spon- Europe's new democracies, 
soring a bill which was “anti- which are struggling with the 
democratic and not acceptable transition to a market economy 
for the country’s major in- since their communist regimes 
tcrests.” were overthrown in 1989. 

But Mr. Iliescu waved aside ‘‘Hie privatisation law covers 
appeals by several .Romanian 6,000 Romanian commercial 
opposition parties and trade un- firms, and 17 million adult Roma- 
ion blocs urging him not to prom- Qians will be able to become 
ulgate the law but to send back to shareholders," Mr. Iliescu said, 
parliament instead. He said die National Privatisa- 

“ All political groups agree that don Agency would select 30 corn- 
privatisation is a key element of a parties to go first through the. 
market economy,” Mr. Iliescu litmus test of privatisation, 
said in a televised statement. Trade and tourism could take 
“The law which I have prom- the lead, 
ulgated does not cover all the “In approximately six months 
aspects of privatisation. It covers there will be not more state- 
only the privatisation of commer- owned trade firms,” a trade and 
dai companies.” tourism ministry spokesman told 

Under the legislation, one third Romanian television. 


MODERN FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Location Fourth Circle, behind Zahran Palace. Three 
bedrooms, three bathrooms, large living room, salon and 
dining room and a fully equipped kitchen. Third floor. 
Elevator available. JD 10,000 per year. 

Tel.: 641010 



Wanted four British well experiehced 
teachers for teaching English 

Tel. No. 606861 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

In a newly-constructed one-storey building. Area 120 square 
metres. Consists of 2 rooms, 2 bathrooms, sitting, veranda, small 
garden for the apartment which is in the front 
Rent is preferably annuai. Location: Gardens Street, the Jubilee 
Circle, near Al Wilaq Garden 

Please call tel.: 660591 


We have furnished and unfurnished villas and 
apartments for rent in Amman's various areas. 

For more information please call 
tel.: 693261 Amman 


The Abdul Hamid Sharaf 
Secondary School 

Swethyeh area. Telephone 814188 

announces to tbe parents of their students: 
Completion of registration, payment of fees, bus 
arrangements and receipt of books will be 
carried out between 9:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m. in 
the old building according to the following 
schedule: 

August 24 — Grades 9-12 
August 25 — Grades 5-8 
August 26 — Grades KG - 4 

Classes will begin in the new building in 
Sweifiyeh for this scholastic year. 
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P.V. Narasimha Rao 


Indian 


premier 
calls for 
end to 
separatism 


NEW DELHI (AP) — Prime 
Minister P.V. Nerasimha Rao 
has called on separatist rebels in 
the state of Punjab and Kashmir 
to eschew violence and pledged 
to work with them to resolve their 


grievances. 

Meanwhile, paramilitary 
policemen killed at least 20 peo- 
ple in a daylong gun battle Thurs- 
day with Muslim militants in the 
Kashmir town of Sopore, news 
reports said. 

General Strikes were called in 
Kashmir and Punjab Thursday. 
Muslim militants have called 
general strikes on Aug. 15 every 
year since the long-simmering, 
separatist movement gained 
popular support. 

The prime minister marked the 
anniversary with a speech that 
offered no promises of amnesty 
to the rebels. But his remarks, 
given under tight security, were a 
departure from the usual hard 
line followed by the government. 

They also spelled out for the 
first time the course the 55-day- 
old government plans to follow in 
tackling the insurrections laun- 
ched by religious minorities. 

“I want to make it dear, no- 
thing will be gained by terror- 
ism," Mr. Rao said after unfurl- 
ing the national flag on the en- 
trace to the 16-century red fort in 
the heart of the capital. 

The rebels “can never realise 
their objectives in this way," he 
said. “Let them come forward, 
we can all find a solution. There 
is no problem to which a solution 
cannot be found." 


In Punjab, a rich fanning state, 
at least 3,750 people have been 
killed this year in a relentless war 
by Sikh rebels to form an inde- 
pendent homeland. The rebels 
have been active since 1982. 

At least 2,500 have died since 
Muslim separatists in the Kash- 
mir Valley began fighting for 
independence in 1990. 

Indian news agencies said 10 
more people were killed smce 
Wednesday night in Kashmir. 
Press Trust of India (PTI) quoted 
state government officials js 
saying that all the 20 people killed 
in Sopore were militants. The 
report could not be independent- 
ly confirmed. 

The news agency said one 
policeman was killed and eight 
others were injured in the gun 
battle in Sopore, 55 kilometres 
northwest of Srinagar, the centre 
of the secessionist movement. 

PTI said security forces tolled 
four militants late Wednesday in 
Arampora near Sopore. Three 
more militants and two civilians 
were killed in separate incidents 
Wednesday and Thursday, the 
report said. It did not give details. 

PTI and United News of India 
(UNI) news agency said normal 
life was badly hit by the general 
strike. They did not elaborate. 

Mr. Rao accused neighbouring 
Pakistan of supporting the rebel- 
lions, a charge often levelled by 
New Delhi. 

Islamabad . had denied the 
accusation. Pakistan, an Islamic 
nation, says it does not aid terror- 
ism in either state but supports 
the right of Kashmiris to seif- 
determination. 

Mr. Rao's address from the 
ramparts of the sandstone fort 
was made under heavy police 
guard. The audience, mostly of 
government officials, diplomats 
and some local residents, passed 
through metal detectors before 
being allowed to their seats. 

Dogs trained to detect explo- 
sives patrolled the venue before 
the ceremony began. Mirrors 
attached to long sticks were used 
to search under the chassis of cars 
parked near the fort. 

Kashmir, made up of a wide 
valley and lush mountains, was a 
princely state that was split be- 
tween India and Pakistan when 
the two countries were bora in 
the partition of British colonial 
India in August 1947. 

India celebrates- its independ- 
ence on Aug. 15, while pakistan 
does so a day earlier. 


U.N.: Amnesty agreed 
for S. African exiles 


GENEVA (R) — The South 
African government has agreed 
with the United Nations to grant 
a general amnesty to political 
exiles who fled apartheid rule, a 
U.N. official said Friday. 

The United Nations set a 
general amnesty as a condition 
for agreeing to help repatriate 
thousands of exiles. Nelson Man- 
dela's African National Congress 
(ANC) wanted an amnesty be- 
fore starting constitution talks 
with the government. 

Nicolas BwaJtira, bead of the 
African division of the United 
Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR), said oral 
agreement was reached with 
South Africa's ambassador in 
Geneva, Albert Manley, and a 
document would be initialled la- 
ter Friday. 

Mr. BwaJtira said the agree- 
ment did not apply to those de- 
tained within South Africa. 

It applied to all who had left 
South Africa before Oct. 8, 1990. 
with the government expressing 
willingness to consider cases of 
those who have left after that 
date. 

South African newspapers said 
Friday the amnesty could cover 
up to 40, 000 exiles who fled apar- 
theid rule. 

“All political offences (of those 
who left) are granted amnesty. 
No-one should be prosecuted for 


a political offence which may 
have been committed before 
going into exile or while in exile,' 1 
Mr. Bwakira said. 

“What is excluded here (from 
the amnesty) is serious common 
law crimes,” he said, adding that 
the agreement goes into detail to 
try to distinguish between politic- 
al offences and crimes such as 
thefL 

The agreement will allow the 
United Nations to establish its 
first presence in the country in 
more than 30 years, the UNHCR 
said. 

It plans to send representatives 
in W to 15 days to try to ensure 
those returning are not nristre- 
■ated. 

"The high commissioner 
wishes to have access to all those 
people who are returning in order 
to be able to verify the respect of 
the provisions of tins amnesty,” 
Mr. Bwakira said. 

UNHCR officers will have free 
access anywhere in the country to 
the returnees, who also will have 
complete freedom of movement 
within the country. 

The agreement, to be signed in 
a few days after Friday's initiall- 
ing, also provides for a mechan- 
ism allowing the UNHCR to 
make representations for those 
not granted amnesty. 

High Commissioner Sadako 
Ogata hailed the accord, reached 


after 501 days of negotiations. 

“For UNHCR, this agreement 
marks the beginning of the end of 
30-year-long human tragedy,” 
she said in a statement. “For 
South Africa, it is a giant step 
toward the construction of a soci- 
ety where all South Africans en- 
joy baric human rights." 

The UNHCR now intends to 
launch an appeal for 35 million to 
$40 million to help repatriate up 
to 40,000 exiles. Several govern- 
ments have expressed a willing- 
ness to give money, and the 
UNHCR intends to ask South 
Africa to contribute as well. 

The money would help with 
registering and transporting ex- 
iles and also the cost of settling 
them back in South Africa. 

Mr. Bwakira said the UNHCR 
had rejected a text proposed 
Wednesday by South Africa be- 
cause it did not provide for a 
general amnesty. 

The government has hitherto 
permitted only selective amnes- 
ties for returning exiles and only 
for the crime of leaving the coun- 
try illegally. 

The South African newspaper 
Business Day said before the 
agreement was reached that if the 
deal was confirmed it would de- 
monstrate President F.W. De 
Klerk’s firm commitment to re- 
moving final obstacles to negotia- 
tions on a non-facial constitution. 


Hope fades for eight missing in 


South China Sea barge sinking 


HONG KONG (AP) — Rescuers 
searched desperately through the 
stormy South China Sea for a 
second day Friday for eight men 
missing in the sinking of a derrick 
barge, including four trapped in a 
decompression chamber. 


Rescuers feared the worst for 
all eight. Amoag the 13 con- 
firmed dead from Thursday's 
accident was the American skip- 
per Billy Young, said George 
Stapleton, a representative of the 
barge's owner. 


Mr. Stapieton, of McDermott 
(South East Asia) Pte Ltd. of 
Singapore, said Friday the com- 
pany will begin an investigation 
soon into the cause of the acci- 
dent. He said the barge had 
followed safety rules. 

“We have an established 


typhoon abandonment proce- 
dure,” be said. “That procedure 
was followed, as it was for the 
two or three typhoons we’ve had 
this work season." 

McDermott's parent company 
is headquartered in New Orleans. 
Louisiana. 

A Hong Kong Marine Depart- 
ment official said rescuers were 
using an underwater camera to 
try and locate the decompression 
chamber because conditions were 
considered still too dangerous for 
divers. 

Two specially trained divers 
from Singapore were on standby 
to try to free the three Britons 
and a New Zealander t rap ped in 
the chamber, said Trevor Berry, 
spokesman for the Hong Kong 
Maritime Rescue Centre. 

But the air supply in the cham- 


ber was to have run out at 6 a.m. 
(2200 GMT) Thursday. 

“It is very sad but I drink we 
have got to accept that we have 
probably lost these eight missing 
men now,” Mr. Berry said. “But 
we shall keep searching in the 
hope that a miracle might hap- 
pen." 

There were 195 people on the 
Singapore-owned vessel, the der- 
rick barge 29, when it capsized- 
and sank in Typhoon Fred 105 
kilometres east or Hong Kong 
Wednesday. The barge was work- 
ing on an oil exploration project 
with China. 

Hong Kong government in- 
formation services said 174 mem- 
bers of the multinational crew 
were rescued alive in an air-and- 
sea operation and 13 were con- 
firmed dead. 


Minor Chernobyl leak ‘poses no danger’ 


MOSCOW (R) — A reactor at 
the Soviet Chernobyl nuclear 
power plant, scene of the world's 
wont nuclear accident in 1986, 
suffered a minor leak of radioac- 
tive cooling water last week but 
spillage was confined to a sealed 
area, a spokeswoman for the 
plant said Friday. 


She said the leak occurred ear- 
ly last Saturday during mainte- 
nance at one of three reactors stiO 


working at the (riant. 

“A valve broke and radioactive 
water escaped, but the water did 
not seep beyond a h erme ti cally 
sealed area. None of the plant 
workers received any rarfioao- 
tive doses above the norm," she 
said by telephone from Cher- 
nobyl, in the Ukraine. 

“It's not serious,” a spokesman 
for the Moscow nuclear energy 
authority said. He said the inci- 
dent ranked as a second-degree 


danger od the international seven- 
degree safety scale. 


A reactor at the Chernobyl 
plant raptured five years ago 
throwing out radioactive waste 
that drafted over large parts of 
Europe. Soviet authorities said 31 
people died in the immediate 
aftermath of the accident, includ- 
ing efforts to seal the reactor, but 
thousands more are suffering the 
effects of radiation poisoning. 


Hungary needs strong church-Pope 


BUDAPEST (R) — Pope John 
Paul arrived in Hungary Friday to 
spur the rebuilding of the influ- 
ence of the Roman Catholic 
Church after four decades of 
Communist repression. 

He knelt and kissed the tarmac 
at Budapest Airport at the start 
of the first pontifical visit to 
Hungary since Pope Leopold IX 
in 1052. 

Cardinal Laszlo Paskai, the 
Hungarian primate. President 
Arpad Goncz and Prime Minister 
Jozsef An tall greeted the Pope 
who arrived after spending three 
days in his native Poland. 

In a speech before flying by 
helicopter to the northern 
Danube City of Esztergom to pay 
homage to the late Cardinal Joz- 
sef Mindszenty, the Pope stressed 
that there was a need for a strong 
church in Hungary which shed 


Co mm u nis t rule last year. 

“I have come... to offer to all 
the immense strength of reli- 
gious faith,” he said. “This reli- 
gious orientation is what I prop- 
ose as the indispensable and 
effective basts of the rebirth of 
your country.” 

The Pope warned also that 
transition to a free market eco- 
nomy and democracy in Hungary 
would not by itself solve aB the 
country’s problems. 

Social conflict and greed “can 
compromise your future and 
destroy your efforts to attain 
more just and humane social con- 
ditions,” he added. 

Hungary’s 10 million popula- 
toin indudes, six million Catholics 
but only 10 per cent of them are 
churchgoers. 

The church's traditional power- 
ful role in Hungarian society has 


been steadily eroded since World 
War H. 

Church leaders were perse- 
cuted, religious orders suppres- 
sed and church schools secula-’ 
rised after the Communist seized 
power in 1943. 


The influence of Hungarian 
bishops was damaged in later 
decades by accusations from 
many parish priests and Catholic 
believes that they cooperated too 
closely with the Communist reg- 
ime in return for the lessening of 
restrictions on the church. 


During Ins five-day visit. Pope 
John Paul wfll visit Debrecen in 
eastern Hungary, Pecs in the 
south and Szombathely in the 
west before a final public mass in 
Budapest's Heroes' Square. He is 
expected to be seen by up to 1.5 
million people. 


Yugoslavia truce shattered; 3 
dead but 77 prisoners swapped 


BELGRADE, Yugoslavia (AP) 
— Federal officials organised the 
exchange of 77 prisoners Thurs- 
day after fierce artillery duels 
shattered Croatia’s fragile trace 
and one Croatian guardsman 
two civilian were reported killed. 

Members of a federal monitor- 
ing commission, alarmed the 
eight-day-old ceasefire might be 
in danger, hurried to Croatia’s 
eastern Slavonia region to negoti- 
ate with warring Serbs and Croats 
and pin blame for violations. 


Croatian Interior Ministry offi- 
cials said 77 prisoners — 43 Serbs 
and 34 Croats — had been ex- 
changed in Slavonia Thursday 
evening under the auspices of the 
federal monitors. About 100 pris- 
oners from both sides had already 
been exchanged earlier rh« week. ’ 
The day began with more vio- 
lence though. A member of 
Croatia's National Guard was kil- 
led in fighting around Kostajnica, 
a strategic town south of Zagreb, 
Croatia’s Defence Ministry said. 


fought almost daily battles to 
keep it. 

More than M0 people have 
died in fighting after Croatia de- 
clared independence June 25. 
The fragile ceasefire took effect 
on Aug. 7, but has been violated 
dozens of tones and at least 16 
people have been reported killed. 

Prayers were said in churches 
throughout Roman Catholic 
Croatia for peace as the battle- 
scarred republic marked the 
Feast of the Assumption. 

In Osijek. a town of 130,000 at 
the centre of Slavonia, 43 Serbs 
were released from the local jail, 
the Interior Ministry officials 
said. 

The 34 Croats were released in 
Borovo Selo, the base for ethnic 
Serb militias in the brea dba sket 


to be the fiercest in the Osijek 
area since die ceasefire was proc- 
laimed. The region has barely 
known a day’s peace even during 
the truce. 

Artillery duels also were fought 
between the Croat-held village erf 
Sarvas and the nearby Serb-held 
stronghold of Bijelo Brdo. 


Croatian TV reported two civi- 
lians had been found dead near 
the town of Petrinja, some 40 
kilometres north of Kostajnica. It 
gave no further detoils of when or 
how the two tfied. 

The Croats lost control of Kos- 
tajxrica, a key fink between Serb- 
held areas in eastern and south- 
ern Croatia, two weeks ago. They 
re-entered the town when Serb 
insurgents bypassed it, but have 


region. 

The exchange was carried out 
at 9 p.m. (1900 GMT), the offi- 
cials said but gave no further 
details. 

Osijek residents had suffered a 
sleepless night as fierce artillery 
barrages echoed from the nearby 
village of Tenja. 

The village is divided into an 
old Serb and a new Croat area. 
The two have fought several bat- 
ties since early July. 

Mortar shells even hit outer 
Osijek suburbs, forcing residents 
to spend the night in special 
shelters, the Yugoslav News 
Agency Tan jug said. 

The bombardments were said 


Fierce dashes also were re- 
ported from around Beli Man-, 
astir, a town nestled close to the 
Hungarian border in eastern 
Croatia. 

The Croatian Defence Ministry 
also reported that Serbian insur- 
gents and the federal army took 
over Croatian TV's main trans- 
mitter in western Croatia and 
started broadcasting Belgrade TV 
Wednesday. 

Western Croatia is the site of 
die Serb enclave of Krajina, 
which has proclaimed autonomy 
from Croatia. Croatia accuses the 
federal army, which says it is a 
buffer between the two sides, of 
backing the Serbs. 


Serbia, Yugoslavia's largest re- 
public, says Croatia can leave 
Yugoslavia, but cannot take 
along the 600,000 Serbs in the 
republic, nor their territory. 

Croatia has lost control of an 
estimated 18.5 per cent of its 
territory, but vows not to cede an 
inch of land to the Serbs. 

The conflict has been inflamed 
by fear and fierce propaganda 
war on both sides. 


Armenian militants free 3 


Soviet military hostages 


MOSCOW (R) — Armenian re- 
bels Friday freed three captured 
Soviet soldiers but were still hold- 
ing another 38, Soviet News 
Agency (TASS) reported. 

The rebels seized the soldiers 
this week and held them as hos- 
tages in a tod to secure the release 
of an arrested Armenian militant 
leader known as “Napoleon." 
The servicemen were captured 
this week in Nagorono-Karabakh 
— a largely-Annenian enclave 
inside the southern Republic of 
Azerbaijan. 

The Soviet Interior Ministry 
warned Thursday it was prepared 
to use force to free the hostages. 

TASS said tease negotiations 
between Interior Ministry Gener- 
al Valery Starikov and the rebels, 
through an intermediary from the 
separatist Armenian government, 
resumed Friday. 

“There were ultimatums and 
sharp declarations by both sides. 
But the release of three hostages 
shows that attempts to resolve the 
problem peacefully are yielding 
results,” TASS said. 

The Armenian groups arc de- 
manding the release of mifitent 
leader Zhura Petrosyan, known 
to his followers as “Napoleon.” 


The Interior Ministry earlier 
rejected guerrilla demands for 
the release of 15 Armenians de- 
tained by Soviet security forces in 
the Nagorno-karabakh region 
over the past three months. 

Interior Ministry troops axe 
attempting to round up and dis- 
arm Armenian groups operating 
in the region and on tire border 
between Azerbaijan and Arme- 
nia. Hundreds of people have 
been killed over the last three 
years in the conflict over control 
of Nagorno-Karabakh . 


The Armenian government 
claims sovereignty over Nagorno- 
Karabakh V but denies any link 
with groups fighting in the area. 
President Levon Ter-petrosyan 
had several militant leaders 
arrested last year after Kremlin 
leader Mikhail Gorbachev 
ordered all armed groups to dis- 
band. 


TASS said an official of tire 
local Azeri administration in 
Nagorno-Karabakh was wounded 
Thursday night when an assailant 
threw a grenade through a win-- 
dow of a government car and 
fled. A driver was also injured in 
the attack. 


Arkansas governor to probe 
possible challenge to Bush 


WASHINGTON (R) — A deci- 
sion by Arkansas Governor Bill 
Clinton to explore a possible 
challenge to President George 
Bush next year injects new Ufe 
into the 1992 presidential cam- 
paign. 

While stressing he bad not 
made up his mind, Mr. Clinton 
told reporters in Little Rock 
Thursday be was trying to gauge 
his financing and organisational 
resources and would decide by 
the end of September whether to 
seek the Democratic nomination. 

Asked point-blank whether 
Mr. Bush could be defeated, Mr. 
Clinton hedged, saying that Mr. 
Bosh would dearly win the elec- 
tion were tomorrow but adding 
he could not say what would 
happen next November. 

“I don't mind contending with 
him or with his administration 
when I think they’re wrong, but 
die most urgent thing is to say 
what we would do differently," 


be added. 

Mr. Clinton's move eased fears 
of Democratic party strategists 
that there would be a dearth of 
contenders able to grab the pub- 
lic’s eye and raise the vast sums of 
money required to mount an 
effective campaign against Mr. 
Bush. 


So far, only one other Demo- 
crat has put his hat in the ring for 
1992, former Massachusetts 
Senator Paul Tsongas. 

Party professionals are nnen- 
thusiastic about Mr. Tsongas’s 
prospects, however, and lament 
that the shortage of strong candi- 
dates reinforces an impression 
that Mr. Bush is unbeatable fol- 
lowing his smashing Gulf war 
victory. 


Mr. Clinton predicted that ulti- 
mately four of five Democrats 
would battle for ihe chance to 
oppose Mr. Bush in November 
1992. 


End of cold war means end for famous U.S. army corps 


WASHINGTON (AP) — From 
D-Day at Normandy to G-Day in 
the Gulf, the army’s VII Corps 
compiled a celebrated war re- 
cord. On Thursday, it lost tire 
battle of time. 

The VU Corps is p ulling ' op 
stokes in the sector of Germany it 
defended for more than 40 years, 
folding its flag and disappearing 
into the history books. 

The army announced that as 
part of a plan to reduce by half 
the size of the U.S. force in 
Europe by 1995, the VII Corps 
will disband next year, leaving'its 
sister unit, V Corps, as the cen- 
tral fighting outfit on the conti- 
nent. 

The VII Corps, commanded in 
the Gulf war by Lt.-Gen. 
Frederick Franks, fought tire Ira- 
qi Republican Guard forces ip the 
ground oflenave. 

To be withdrawn with VU 
Corps by the end of -September 


1992 are two of four American 
combat divisions in Europe: the 
3rd Armoured Division at Frank- 
furt, Germany ,and the 8th Infan- 
try Diviaon (Mechanised) at Bad 
Kreuznach, Germany. 

The two combat divisions that 
survived the cutbacks are the 3rd 
Infantry Division and the 1st 
Armoured Divirion. Other com- 
bat units, including one of the 
army’s two armoured cavalry reg- 
iments, also will be withdrawn 
but no decisions have been 
announced. 

The VII Corps, with more than 
71,000 soldiers, 2,200 combat 
vehicles and 300 heticopters, has 
defended a 30,000 square mOe 
(78,000 square kilometre) section 
of Germany along the former 
iron curtain since the end of 
World War II. Now that the cold 
war is over, the Bush administra- 
tion sees Ie$s need for a laxge 
military presence in Europe. 


“We need a force that makes 
sense for the evolving threat" 
rather than one tailored almost 
exclusively to handle a Soviet-led 
invasion of Western Europe, said 
Col. William Foster, chief of the 
army’s war plans divirion at the 
Pentagon. 

Foster said in an interview that 
whereas the U.S. military pre- 
viously planned mainly for global 
war. it now is structuring its 
armed forces to respond to as 
many two major “regional con- 
tingencies,'’ such as the Gulf cri- 
sis, sunulatenously. 

Hie story of VII Corps began 
in 1918 when it was assembled in 
France to train doughboys for 

combat in World War I. 

On D-Day, June, 1944, the VU 
Corps led the bloody allied 
assanlt on German positions 
. along Normandy’s beaches. 
Under the command of Gen. J. 
Lawton “Li ghtning Joe" CoUins, 


the VU Corps rolled east through 
France and later fought in the 
decisive stages of the Battle of the 
Bulge in tire Ardennes. 

The VU Corps and its war 
exploits are revered in today's 
army. 

“The combat operations of VII 
Corps in World War II is what all 
future generals of the army study 
at the Command and General 
Staff College at Fort Leavenorth, 
Kansas,” said Maj. Pete Keating 
of the Army Public Office in the 
Pentagon. 

The army has known for weeks 
itwo pld remove one of its two 
corps from Europe. The decision 
on choosing which has wrea- 
chingf especially because many of 
the army’s top brass have bear a 
part of one or the other corps. 

Gen. Colin Powell, the no. 1 
uniformed officer as chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff, is a 
former Commander of V Corps. 


Gen. John Galvin, commander of 
NATO forces in Europe, is a 
former command of VU Corps. 

In its announcement on with- 
drawals from Europe, the army 
said four of VU corps’ main 
elements, including VU Corps 
artillery and the 2nd Support 
Command, will be removed by 
March 15. VU Corps headquar- 
ters will disband by April 15. 

The army also said four units in 
Germany will return to the Un- 
ited States. 

The 17th Field Artillery Bri- 
gade’s headquarters and bead- 
quarters battery, as well as its 6th 
Battalion, will move to Fort Sill, 
Oklahoma; tire 7th Engineer Bri- 
gade’s headquarters and bead- 
quarters company will go to Fort 
Lewis, Washington and the head- 
quarters and headquarters com- 
pany Of tiie 4th Aviation Brigade, 
3rd Infantry Division will go to 
Fort Bragg, North Carolina. 


Peruvian 
lawmakers 
vote to lift 
Garcia’s 


immunity 


LIMA, Fern (AP) — Lawmakers 
voted Thursday night to lift for- 
mer President Alan Garda’s im- 
munity from prosecution, clear- 
ing the way for a possible trial -on 
charges be stole nearly $50 mfl- 
lion in public funds. 

Analysts said tire vote was un- 
precedented in Peru’s ' 170-year 
republican - history . 

Hie house voted 88-76 to lift 
Mr. Garda’s immunity, after a 
seven-hour debate. An uproar 
broke out among Mr. Garda’s 
Aprista Party congressional 
members immediately after the 
vote was announced. Several 
dozen young party activists in the 
gallery shouted, “the APRA 
(Alliance of American Revolu- 
tionary Parties) will never die’’ 
and punched the air with clen- 
ched fists for ten minutes. 

Mr. Garcia has denied all 
charges of wrongdoing, accusing 
his political enemies of staging a 
witch hunt against him and vow- 
ing to defend himself in court 
personally if he is brought to trial. 

The senate had yet to make a 
decision. A vote on whether to 
lift immunity required approval 
of both houses. 

■Hie charismatic Garcia, 42, 
gained international attention 
early in his 1985-90 term when he 
halted payments on Peru’s fore- 
ign debts and encouraged other 
Latin American nations to follow 
his lead. 

He has said he will not ran 
again for president in 1995, but 
he is seen as a front-runner for 
lack of strong opposition. 

Independent Congressman 
Fernando Otivera, who heads a 
house committee investigating 
Mr. Garcia’s finances, accused 
him of having taken $50 million in 
public funds and laundering them 
through banks in Europe and the 
United States. 

"We have proved without a 
doubt that there has been embez- 
zlement for at least $500,000" 
Mr. Olivera said. “We want the 
country to regain its lost pre- 
stige.” 

Mr. Olivera also accuses tire 
former president of having spent 
beyond the means of his $1,500 
monthly presidential salary to 
build three bouses in Lima. 

The chamber debated both 
issues. Mr. Olivera also spoke of 
alleged links between Mr. Garcia 
and the ill-reputed Bank of Cre- 
dit and Commerce International: 

A senate committee is investi- 
gating charges that two former 
Central Bank officials took S3 
million in bribes from the BCCI 
during Mr. Garcia’s term in ex- 
diange for depositing $270 mil- 
lion of Peru’s international re- 
serves in the BCCI. 

The committee Thursday re- 
vested the extradition from 
hile of former bank president 
Leonel Figueroa and the arrest of 
the bank’s ex-general manager. 
Hector Neyra. The action was 
taken when both men twice failed 
to appear before the c ommittee 

for questioning 

As a former president, Mr. 

Garcia is a senator for life, and as 

such, cannot be tried in court 
unless his congressional immunity 
is lifted. 



Greece to abolish 
laws on duelling 


ATHENS (AP) — A flight - 
against one’s honour, a thrown 
glove and a dawn encounter at 
ten paces where one of the duel- 
lists is killed, will no longer be 
considered a misdemeanor but - 
murder. The weekly paper Ta 
Vima reported that five articles of 
the penal code concerning duell- 
ing that have been gathering dust, 
in law books for over a century, 
will be abolished. Legal experts 
said Wednesday they did not 
know if anyone bad ever been 
convicted under the penal code 
but that killing a person in a duel 
after the articles are written off 
wfll be considered premeditated _ 
murder. Webster’s dictionary de- ; 
fines a duel as a formal fight 
between two people armed with 
deadly weapons, arranged and 
witnessed by two other people , 
called seconds. There is one 
second for each duellist. -The de- 
rision to abolish the articles was 
taken earlier this year and will be - 
enacted tins foil, - the paper said. - 
According to the penal code, 
anyone who engages in a duel and 
kills his opponent shall he 
punished with at least three years 
imprisonment Simply engaging 
in a duel is also punished with at 
least six months' in jail. But a 
duellist who violates the rales of 
chivalry — and shoots his oppo- 
nent in the back for example — is 
punished according to the Code 
on murder. Murder is a felony 
carrying a maximum penalty of 
life imprisonment. 


750,000 fill Central 
Park for Paul 
Simon concert 


NEW YORK (R) — Three- 
quarters of a million people 
cheered and rocked with pop star 
Paul Simon at a free conceit H& 
New York’s Central Park. 
Framed against a backdrop of 
New York's glittering skyline, 
Simon and his 17-piece band per- 
formed on a massive stage in 
front of a sea of swaying bodies 
dotted with flags ami balloons 
and an occasional peace sign. 
Ellice estimated the crowd at 
750,000 and there were no re- 
ports of trouble. There were just 
two arrests, one for drug posses- 
sion and another for assault. A 
New York native, Simon said he . 
wanted to give something back to 
the city where he made his start, • 
first with partner Art Garfunkle 
as the duo Simon and Garfunkle 
and later as a solo performer. The 
crowd was ecstatic at every song 
during tiie two-hour, 15-minute 
concert. The loudest applause 
seemed to be for the older songs ' 
that Simon originally sang with 
Garfunkle, such as Bridge Over 
Troubled Waters, The Boxer and 
Sounds Of Silence. Most of the 
old songs were more or less true . 
to the way they were first per- 
formed but Simon has ' added ' 
African and Latin influences. The 
concert was part of his “born at 
the right time tour” which began 
in January. Simon introduced 
several members of his band, - 
which has performers from sever- 
al countries, including Came- 
roon, South Africa, Botswana 
and Brazil. 


Gill, Jackson top 
finalists In country 
awards 


NASHVILLE (AP) — .Singers 
Vince Gill and Alan Jackson each 
garnered six nominations Thurs- 
day for Country Music Associa- 
tion Awards, including male 
vocalist of the year. Singer Garth 
Brooks, who got five nomina- 
tions,- was included in the enter- 
tainer of the year category along 
with Gill. Glint Black, George 
Strait, who has won it twice is a 
row, and Reba McEntire,. who 
won in 1986. Finalists for top 
male vocalist were Gill, Jackson, 
Black, Brooks and Strait. Com- 
peting for No. 1 female vocalist 
will be McEntire, Patty Loveless,/ 
Kathy Mattca, Lorrie Morgan ■ ■ 
and Tanya Tucker. No minate d 
for angle record of the year were 
Don’t Rock The Jukebox by’ 
Jackson, Don’t Tell Me What To 
Do by Pam Tfllis, Friends In Low 
Places by Brooks, Here’s A 
Quarter (Call Someone Who-. 
Cares) by ^ Travis Tritt and Pocket; 
Full Of Gold by Gill. For album 
5* _*« year, finalists were Don’t 
Rock The Jukebox, No Fences by^ 
Broofa. Pocket Fun Of Gold Bk 
G ill, Put Yourself In My Show 
byu Black and Ramom Hasltby 
McEntire. The Judds, a mother- 
daoghter duo, were named final- 
ists for their fourth -s t raight award 
as vocaLduo of. the year. Other 
nominees were Baffin And the 
B °ya, the Bellamy -Brothers, Fo&; 
ter and Lloyd and Sweethearts^ 
ate Rodeo. Finalists for vocal 
gotip.of the year were Alabama, 
DrMjond Rio, the Kentucky 

Restless.Heart and 
Shenandoah. ,r "- *■ v - 
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